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  God is triune. God is a 

Trinity. God is three in 

one. People say, òI donõt 

understand this,ó or 

òWhat difference does it 

make?ó It makes all the 

difference in the world. 

Here is another 

statement I hear all the 

time, òWe all believe in 

the same God.ó What is 

being asserted is, òSo, 

weõre all OK, right.ó Iõll be 

quite simple and blunt. 

òNo, we are not all OK.ó 

What we believe and who 

we believe in is more than 

a matter of life and death. 

It is a matter of eternal 

life and eternal death. 

 

   Letõs talk about God 

and beliefs in God. Some 

people believe that there 

is no God, no gods, and 

no spiritual dimension to 

life. What you see is all 

there is, all there ever has 

been or will be, and it has 

always been here. They 

have no theory or 

philosophy of beginnings. 

They cannot and will not 

explain how òall there isó 

came to be. Then there 

are various versions of 

the philosopherõs god, a 

god who is an abstract 

force, a set of cosmic 

laws, or a first principle.        

This god has little or 

nothing to do with the day

-to-day operations of the 

Universe or human life, 

makes no demands on us 

morally or otherwise. This 

version of god is quite 

convenient and 

innocuous, not really a 

god at all. Others, 

especially philosophically 

minded theologians 

believe that God is 

simple, or that God is a 

unity. I am not quite sure 

where they are going 

with that. We can work 

our way through all the 

religious systems 

claiming that God is 

ultimate being, the 

ground of all being, the 

void, that there are 

multiple sub gods, and 

so on. It seems that 

there is a god for almost 

anyone and to suit any 

purpose, and that is part 

of the problem. All these 

gods are constructions of 

the human imagination. 

 

   None of these gods is 

the one triune God 

revealed in the Bible 

containing the Old and 

New Testaments. None 

of these gods is a God 

who brings salvation to 

humanity by personally 

taking on their sin and 

sins. None of these gods 

wishes to come into 

communion and union 

with human beings 

through their faith in 

Christ. That is 

because none 

of them can. 

Most of them 

are imaginary 

and the rest 

are very poor 
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and incomplete mental 

constructs of the one true 

God. 

   How then are we to 

understand this Trinitarian 

God? Amazingly I found the 

simplest explanation 

coming from Karl Barth. 

Barth is usually extremely 

difficult to unravel. Here he 

is at his simplest and 

perhaps best. òé it follows 

from the Trinitarian God 

revealed in Scripture that 

this one God is not just to 

be understood as 

impersonal lordship, i.e. as 

power, but as the Lord, not 

just as absolute Spirit but 

as person, i.e. as an I 

existing in and for itself 

with its own thought and 

will. This is how he meets 

us in his revelation.ó His 

revelation is the man Jesus 

of Nazareth, or Jesus 

Christ. òThis is how he is 

thrice God as Father, Son, 

and Spirit.ó 

 

   It is because God is Lord 

that He commands us to 

live a holy and moral life. It 

is because God is a person 

that God enters into 

relationships of love with 

us. It is because God is Son 

that God saves us from our 

sin. Without this view of 

God we have no God at 

all, no salvation, and no 

hope. It is the triune 

God who creates and 

redeems and sustains.  

 

   To be a Christian is to 

say with Paul in 

Galatians, òI have been 

crucified with Christ. It 

is no longer I but Christ 

who lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave 

himself for me.ó 

Knowing the triune God 

is more than important, 

it is ultimate.  



 2 

 

Thank you to our November Lectors:  Cindy McQuaide, Walt Lange, Becky Lange, Brian Dombroske, 

and Patrick Wilkinson. 

Thank  you to our November Greeters:  Brian & Nancy Dombroske, Andy & Eva Bantroch, Jim & Carol 

Thompson, Larry & Debbie Seighman and Joe & Autumn Geiser 

Thank You  

For our prayers:   

 Thelma McCutcheon, Conrad McQuaide, Clifford & Karen Lightner, Irene Clark,  

Irma McDivitt, James and Winifred Powers, Carolyn Buckley, Steve Morcheid,  

Robin and Aaron, Grace Young, Amy McQuaide, Bob Bierer,  Lil Bowman, Pat Lengauer, 

Norm Linhart, Joanne Fitzsimmons,  Leland & Berenice Jones, Jean Campbell,  

Helen Grayem, Sandy Nemetz, Anna Mae Chicka, Lee & Linda Gardener, Terry Wiester,   

Bill Bert, Brian Orlic, Skip Elwood, Melissa Goetschius, Donna Blaser, Wanda Petrilla, 

The Church, Renee Beck,  Amy Kroner, Elvira, Thad Overly, Max Brooks,  

the family of  Ethel Brewer, Leonard Hartman, Marjorie Kaiser, Glenn Ross,  

Linda Steele, Jessica Slaugenhaupt, Lorenzo Tearson, Andrew Morris, Bev Tagliati, 

those gripped by addictions, all those soldiers receiving òPoke Run Holiday Cookiesó 

and others who serve in the military. 

 

Please keep Poke Run Presbyterian Church in your prayers during the òholidays.ó  Pray that our various 

outreaches touch peopleõs hearts as God wishes.  Pray that you are led to participate where and when 

you can.  Pray for those who receive òOperation Santaó shoeboxes, òGiving tree Gifts,ó for those who re-

ceive Poke Run Deacon visits, and for those who attend òSoup for the Souló and the ò Dollar Spaghetti 

Dinner.ó  Pray for all those led to attend a Poke Run Worship service; pray that Poke Run continues to 

òcall the people of é..surrounding communities to respond to the Good News of Godõs saving love in Je-

sus Christ.ó (from Poke Runõs Mission Statement 1993) 

 

 

It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that 

many of those included on our òPrayer Listó are healing and strengthening.  If you placed names on our 

òPrayer List,ó please contact the office to update us. 

Please keep especially close in prayer, the family of Poke Runõs dear Ethel Jean 

Brewer, who passed away on November 3rd.   

On November 2nd , in honor of All Saintõs Sunday, Poke Run remembered those who passed in 2014. 

 

Allan D. Sarver  February 2, 2014 

Terry McDivitt  February 12, 2014 

Debra Lucille Wiester  March 10, 2014 

Cynthia Sue McQuaide  June 11, 2014 

Lois Jean Buckley McQuaide  June 14, 2014 
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The Quarterly PW meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd at 7pm.  The 2015 

officers will be installed and Circle 2 will provide a holiday program and refreshments. 

 

Circle 4 will meet on Thursday, December 11.  The hostess and leader is Emma Dunmire. 

 

Circle 2 will  meet on Thursday, December 11 at 7pm at the home of Barbi Findley.   

Nancy Dombroske will be the leader. 

 

The PW would like to thank everyone who participated in the ñThank 

Offeringò in November.  The generosity of our congregation is most 

appreciated. 

 

Thank you too, for the many donated shoeboxes for ñOperation Christmas Child.ò   

Over 20 boxes were contributed for the children. 

The Ranger     December 2014  

Presbyterian Women NEWS  

Thank You -  to Circle 4 and their helpers who 

decorated the church for the Christmas season.  It is always 

so very beautiful.  At right is the nativity displayed in the 

church narthex.  It was hand painted by Myrtle Pfeffer and 

the stable was made by Robert Pfeffer. 

Thank You to everyone who prayed for, contributed to or ATE at Circle 2¦s 
annual Spaghetti Dinner.  Over 200 people were served in only 2 hours.  
This event gets bigger every year!  DON¦T MISS IT NEXT YEAR!!!!! 
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From the approved minutes of Poke Run Presbyterian Church Session October 14, 2014 

 

The scheduled meeting of the Session met in the Sunday School rooms @ 7:00 pm.  A quorum was present and, Rev. 

Peter Goetschius, Moderator opened the meeting with  

prayer and devotions. 

 

Elders present: Rev. Peter Goetschius -Moderator, Connie Cauvel -Clerk, Chad McCutcheon Assist. Clerk, McQuaide, Lin-

da Chicka, Bob Thompson, Meri Slaugenhaupt, Sandy Chappell 

Elders excused: Ron Hileman, Josh Porterfield, Tim Martin 

 

Committee Reports: 

Budget & Finance:   The Road Fund @ $28,000.  The Trustees have started to accept bids to repair the road. Giving re-

mains faithful 

Christian Ed -  Sandy Chappell- did not meet.  Committee is still look for backup for Sunday School Coordinator 

Mission and Stewardship: Linda Chicka  -Adelphi kids helped with Community Dinner and will also help to pack up from 

the Rummage Sale.   Committee is planning to give additional support for Robin and Adam as they continue their Mis-

sionary work in Jordan.  Please keep them in prayer. Annual Mission Trip 2015 will leave Fatherõs Day (June 21, 2015) 

and Apollo Baptist is planning to join us again.  Committee reports that the partnership with Apollo has been an excellent 

addition to our Mission Trip.. 

Nominating Committee:  Bob Thompson and Cindy McQuaide 

MSC: to approve the slate of officers presented by the committee.  (see Congregational Meeting minutes for details) 

Pastor Peteõs report: 

October 4, 2014  Community Dinner  Oct. 5  Worldwide Communion   

October 11 Soup for The Soul.   

 

Old Business:   

MSC:  To schedule our annual Hillbilly Picnic for August 9, 2015  

New Business: 

 Congratulations to Rev. Peter Goetschius - The new Assistant Moderator of Presbytery 2015 

 

 MSC:  Approve vacation for Pete week including November 2 

 MSC: To approve the 2015 Budget as proposed by Budget & Finance Committee 

 MSC: To approve the 2015 terms of call for Rev. Goetschius 

 MSC: To approve the 2015 Slate of Officers 

 MSC: To approve Laurie Martin to use Fellowship Hall for Kiski Area Cross Country 

   Banquet on Saturday November 8 - afternoon and evening 

 

 

      Close with prayer:  Cindy McQuaide                                         Adjourn:  9:00 

Respectfully Submitted:                                         Approved:  11/11/14  
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The next òSoup for the Souló will be Wednesday, December 10th.   

(Potato Soup!!)   

11:30amñdoors open, NoonñóSoupõs Onó  

Mark your calendars for the second Wednesday of the month October 

through May.  If you would like flyers to distribute, please contact the 

Church office.  Remember to invite a friend.   
òSoup for the Souló continues to growñ60 

people the past two months!!  In 

November, òCome  n Playó daycare 

donated the cake to the left. 

If you are able to volunteer a dessert or 

your time, please contact the Poke Run 

Office. 

Choir rehearsals for the Christmas Eve late service 

are starting.  If you are interested in joining the 

choir for the holiday, see a choir member or Sean. 

We would be thrilled to have your talents! 

 

A Youth Choir for Advent and Christmas is forming.  

Practice will be Sunday mornings at 10:20am dur-

ing Sunday School.  See Erin Bruce or Sean OõNeil 

if you are interested. 

b99595 ς tƻƪŜ wǳƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 9Ǌƛƴ .ǊǳŎŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭύ  9Ǌƛƴ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻōΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 9Ǌƛƴ ƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ tŜǘŜ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎΦ 

 

The Giving Tree is in the Narthex. òUnwrappedó gifts & tags are due back to the church 

by Sunday, December 14th.   Your generosity is appreciated! 


