
    

 

 The Bible, I claim, has one 

unified message. That message is, 

speaking broadly, God has created 

and redeemed the world through 

Jesus Christ. You might wonder 

how a book such as the Bible craft-

ed over a period of 1400 years 

through the minds of many writers 

could sustain just one main theme. 

I am not going to tackle so large a 

topic in this one short essay. In-

stead I am going to trace just one 

sub-theme to give you an indica-

tion how the Bible sticks together. I 

will do this through four verses of 

Scripture, two from the Old Testa-

ment and two from the New Testa-

ment. The sub-theme we will fol-

low is the image of a river. 

 In Genesis 2:10 we read, 

ñA river flowed out of Eden to wa-

ter the garden, and there it divided 

and became four rivers.ò Remem-

ber the context of the Bible. It is 

written to a desert people in a dry, 

arid land. There wasnôt much wa-

ter. Water is life giving; water is a 

necessity. A river flowing out of a 

garden is an image of abundant 

life, health, and well-being. Note 

that the river flows out of Eden. 

The life giving water of this river is 

not restricted to the garden alone 

but is full and rich enough to be-

come four great rivers watering the 

lands surrounding Eden. Two of 

the rivers exist today, the Tigris 

and the Euphrates, still flowing and 

still bringing life. This is a first 

great image of God providing life 

for all peoples.  

 Jump forward now several 

thousand biblical years into the 

time of the prophet Ezekiel. To-

wards the end of the book attribut-

ed to him a river flows, ñwateré

from below the threshold of the 

temple éñ Ezekiel sees in this 

great vision the beginnings of a 

great river flowing from Godôs 

temple. He is led into this flowing 

water for 1000 cubits, about 1500 

feet, and the water was ankle deep. He 

was led another 1000 cubits and the 

water was knee deep, and so on, until, 

ñit was deep enough to swim in, a riv-

er that could not be passed through.ò 

The picture expands. Trees grow 

along the banks with fruit for food 

and leaves for healing; fish are caught 

in the waters. Another great image of 

health and healing lies before us, an-

other gift from God.  

 A third river flows. 

(Revelation 22:1-4) ñThen the angel 

showed me the river of the water of 

life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb.ò 

The first two rivers are imperfect, 

wonderful but limited. This river 

flows, ñthrough the middle of the 

street of the city (the new Jerusalem) 

é on either side of the river the tree 

of life é for the healing of the nations 

é ñ This picture concludes the great 

vision of John the seer of Patmos and 

gives us a glimpse of eternity. The 

river heals eternally.  

 These are images, pictures in 

words. The image is not the reality. 

What we are after is the reality behind 

the picture. A pastor in Germany dur-

ing WW II tells the story of coming 

home to find his children licking the 

pictures of food in a catalogue. They 

were that hungry. The pictures did not 

nourish them. They were not food. 

We need the reality behind the pic-

tures. That reality is Christ. Christ is 

the life giving water that nourishes 

our eternal souls and saves us for eter-

nal life. Christ is God proceeding 

from God, the eternal river of life of-

fered to us for our salvation.  

 Now letôs push that image a 

bit further. With echoes of Eden and 

Ezekiel of a richly flowing river we 

can read Acts 1:8. ñBut you will re-

ceive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you, and you will be wit-

nesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.ò This gives us a new im-

age, an ever flowing, healing river 

of the witness to Jesus Christ by his 

church, beginning at home, ever 

growing, ever expanding, for the 

eternal healing of the world. 

 

by Pastor Pete 
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Thank you to our April Greeters: Brian & Nancy Dombroske,  

Jack & Eleanor Zerbini, Bob & Darleen Thompson, Karen Goetschius and Shyrl Stange 

Thank you to our April Lectors:  Chad McCutcheon, Karen Goetschius, Shelly Chappell and Jodi Dupill 

 

Special thanks to everyone who helped in any way with the Palm Sunday luncheon, the TGIF Event on 
Good Friday, the Redstone Presbytery Gathering, the Poke Run Community Dinner, and other special 

events and offerings at Poke Run. 

 

 

And thank you to everyone who contributed to the ñOne Great 
Hour of Sharing,ò Poke Run  contributed over $1,100 including 
the ñBe-jeweledò Fish Banks in the photo to the right. 
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T H E  R A N G E R  

Thank you 

Larry and Debbie Seighman give heartfelt thanks for all of the prayers and concerns, and cards and 

flowers they received during the illness and passing of Debbieôs mom Jean Campbell.  

 

ñThe Eddie Linsenbigler family would like to thank Rev. Pete and the congregation for their prayers, 

cards, calls, and concerns during Eddieôs illness and passing.  God bless all of you.ò 

 

¯I would like to thank everyone at Poke Run for sending me the care package. All the 
goodies inside will surely assist me as I prepare for my final exams. I really appreciate 
this great help. Thank you. Josh Porterfield° 

A rosebud was placed on the piano earlier in April to celebrates the birth of  

Ansley Corinne Remaley, new granddaughter of Diane and Bob Scott.  

Ansley was born on March 18, 2015. 

Music Appreciation Sunday!  Sunday, May 17th 
So many Poke Run  members are generous with their time and musical talentsð  

we are truly blessed by their gifts. 

National Day of Prayer  

May  7, 2015 ] an annual day of observance held on the first Thursday of May, designated by 

the United States Congress, when people are asked "to turn to God in prayer and meditation". 

 Each year since its inception, the president has signed a proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray 

on this day.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meditation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States


        Poke Run Graduation Sunday, May 10, 2015  
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Abbey Ballasðdaughter of Tim & Sandy Ballas, granddaughter of Jim & Winifred Powers, is 
graduating from Kiski Area High School.  Abbey will be attending Slippery Rock University to 

study Exercise Science and Physical Therapy. 

 

Cheyenne Faziðdaughter of Bill Fazi is graduating from Kiski Area High School.  She will be 

attending Northern Arizona University to study nursing/dentistry. 

 

Brenden Carl Kelleyðson of  Barry & Tammy Kelley is graduating from Greensburg Salem High 
School.  He will be attending the University of PittsburghðAltoona to study Mechanical 

Engineering. 

 

Corey Biererðson of Scott & Cathy Bierer, grandson of Bob Bierer, graduated from West Virginia 
University in December 2014 with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.  He has accepted a position 

with Lovorn Engineering in Pittsburgh PA. 

 

Tricia Chickaðdaughter of John & Linda Chicka graduated from the Pittsburgh School of Massage 

Therapy on April 10, 2015, she is now a licensed massage therapist. 

 

Kaitlyn Nichole Elwoodðdaughter of Greg & Barb Elwood, granddaughter of Tim & Carol 
Elwood and Shirley McMillen, and great-granddaughter of Edyth Elwood and Eleanor Schmidt, 
graduated from Pittsburgh Veterinary Tech School  in Pittsburgh.  She has accepted a position with 

East Suburban Animal Hospital in Murrysville. 

 

Veronica Faith McQuaideð Daughter of Curtis & Amy McQuaide graduated from the High 

School Home Schooling program. 

 

Conrad Mathias McQuaideðson of Curtis & Amy McQuaide graduated from the High School 

Home Schooling Program.  He has accepted a position with Valeroôs in Delmont as a mechanic. 

 

Dan Zerbiniðson of Ed & Mardi Zerbini and grandson of Jack & Eleanor Zerbini, graduated in 
December from the University of PittsburghðJohnstown with a degree in Civil Engineering.  He 

has accepted a position with Walsh Engineering in Centre County, PA. 

A reminder that Election Day is Tuesday, May 19th.  Poke Run is the 

Oakland Crossing polling location formerly located at Mamont 

Elementary School   Access to Fellowship Hall will be restricted with 

absolutely no entry through the back stairway. 



P a g e  4  

For our prayers:   

 Thelma McCutcheon, Conrad McQuaide, Clifford & Karen Lightner, Irene Clark, 

Irma McDivitt, James & Winifred Powers, Carolyn Buckley, Steve Morcheid, 

Grace Young, Amy McQuaide, Bob Bierer,  Lil Bowman, Pat Lengauer,  

Norm Linhart, Joanne Fitzsimmons,  Leland & Berenice Jones, Helen Grayem,  

Sandy Nemetz, Anna Mae Chicka, Lee & Linda Gardener, Bill Bert, Brian Orlic,  

Skip Elwood, Donna Blaser, Wanda Petrilla, Renee Beck,  Amy Kroner, Elvira, 

Thad Overly, Max Brooks, Leonard Hartman, Marjorie Kaiser, Linda Steele,  

Andrew Morris, Lyndsey Coulter, Tiffany Jensen, Allison Grundy,  

the Monheim family, George Lengauer,  Ralph Brown, Ed Bahney, Ron Rubright,  

Bob and Carol Thompson,  the family of Ed Linsenbigler, those gripped by addictions,  

and those who serve in the military. 

 

Occasionally names are removed from the prayer list when the office has not been updated, if you see one 

removed that should remain, please contact the office.   

 

Please keep the family of Poke Run member Eddie Linsenbigler in your prayers.  Edgar Linsenbigler 

passed away on  April 16, 2015. 

    Poke Run Mission Team Returns to Marion, Virginia 

 Applications are now available for anyone interested in attending the mission trip 
to the Marion Virginia area on the week of June 21 through 26, 2015. If you are 
interested in traveling with the team this year, please pick up an application from the 
back of the Narthex, from the church office or download an application from the church 

website at: www.pokerunchurch.com.  We ask that all registrations be turned in by Monday, May 18. 
An informational meeting will be held on Monday, May 18 at 7:30 in the Church Lounge. The final 

planning meeting will be Monday, June 15 at 7:30p.m.  

 For those who canôt travel with us, we need your prayers and financial support. For more information 
on how you might join hands with us, please see or call Linda Chicka at 724-422-3688 or the Church 

office at 724-327-5563. 

 

From the Harris familyðwho we served in 2014 

 

ñWe just want to let you ALL know what a blessing and gift you have been to us...we have felt nothing 
but love and gratitude for each and every one of youé.You can never really understand the whole of the 
joy you have broughté.And if we donôt meet again on this earth, we will see you in heaven.  As we 
kneel at Jesusô feet.  Where no more will homes need repairs and money never needed.  Where water is 
always crystal clear and light shines forever.  And none goes hungry.  And we never have to say 

goodbye.  With all the love in our hearts, The Harris family, Edward, Randy, Sarahò 
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Information pamphlets are available in the 
church office.  Poke Run continues its pledge to 
send all campers to Pine Springs at no costñcall 

the office if you are interested. 

Please join us for our monthly free  

CommunityñSoup for the Soulò Luncheon 

AND BRING A FRIEND!!!! 

May 13, 2015 

Doors open at 11:30am  

Soupôs on at NOON! 

This month  -  chicken rice 

Let the office  know if  you can 

volunteer a dessert. 

This will be the last luncheon before the summer, 

more soup in October. 
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POKE RUN CHURCH ROAST BEEF COMMUNITY DINNER 

MAY 2, 2015       

FROM 4 TO 7 PM  

ADULTS $12.00 

CHILDREN $3.00 

FOR RESERVATIONS  

Poke Run Presbyterian Women PW 
Circle 2:  will meet on May 21st ðthe hostess is Cindy McQauide and the leader will be  

Ruth OôConnor. 

 

2015 Redstone Presbyterian Women's Spring Retreat  

will be held at Pine Spring Camp on Tuesday, May 26th from 9AM -2:30PM. The retreat will be led 
by our own, Rev. Sue Washburn, pastor at Reunion Presbyterian in Mt. Pleasant along with Rev. 
Jenn Frayer-Griggs, pastor of the Greenfield Presbyterian church and the Table Minister at the 
Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community.   The cost is $16. 
  
ñWe Are All Hungry for Something:  Women, Jesus and Appetitesò is the theme of 
the retreat. 

On April 11ð several women from Poke Run attended the Redstone PW Gathering in Smock, PA.  Poke Run 
received a ñLove Grantò for our annual Mission Trip last year; Liz Maher and Freda Bowman  presented at the 

Gathering; sharing their stories about the VA Mission Trip. 

 

Saturday, July 18ðREDSTONE PW MISSION TEAð 1pm Congruity Church  tickets $20 

 

FROM ñTHE REDSTONE LINKò - PW of Redstone Presbytery 

Wear Orange on the 25th of each month!  

 To raise awareness and prevent Violence against Women and Girls. 

Sign Up Nowð  the 5th PW Mission Trip to New  Windsor, VA  is scheduled for Oct. 4-6thðLinda Chicka 

and Deb Delfavero attended in 2014ð 

contact the office for more information. 

A REMINDER: When using the Poke Run Kitchen 

facilities, please do not leave any food items on the 

counter or in the refrigerators.  It is kind to think that 

someone else might use it ïbut it is SAFER and 

MORE CONSIDERATE to take it with you. 



FROM THE Poke Run Presbyterian 

Church Session meeting of March 10, 2015 

 

The scheduled meeting of the Session met in West Wayside @ 7:00 pm.  A quorum was present and, Rev. 

Peter Goetschius, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and devotions.  

Session Members present: Rev. Peter Goetschius -Moderator, Chad McCutcheon ï Assist. Clerk, Bob 

Thompson, Tim Martin, Meri Slaugenhaupt, Ron Hileman, Linda Chicka, Sandy Chappell,  Connor Martin. 

Clerk: Chad McCutcheon filled in for Connie.  

Guests: Doug Ross 

Excused:  Cindy McQuaide, Linda Moorhead, Connie Cauvel 

Correspondence: Thank you letter from Presbytery for our financial commitment. 

 Committee Reports: 

Budget & Finance: Tim Martin  

Budget & Finance will meet on April 7th with a representative from RBC to review our investments. The 

committee discussed the Secretary/Treasurerôs job description and compensation. There are funds available in 

the 2015 budget under Christian Education to use to pay for the child clearances. 

Christian Ed -  Sandy Chappell & Erin Bruce Did not meet. TGIF program April 3rd. 

Mission and Stewardship: Linda Chicka, Meri Slaugenhaupt One Great Hour offering is ongoing. 

Nominating -  Pete will meet with the Committee after Easter. 

Old Business:   

Palm Sunday dinner-there will be three new members of  Poke Run to celebrate that day! 

Deacons are planning the dinner and the Session has pledged it support to help with the dinner.  

Additional road signs have been ordered. Ron will get them when prepared.  

New Business: 

MSC: To approve that we provide reimbursement for all Abuse Compliance Reports that our  volunteers are 

 required to obtain. PA Criminal History Report-$10   Child Abuse History Clearance Report-$10 

Federal Criminal History Report -$27.50 (only if not Pa. resident for past 10 years)  

Notarial Affidavit Fee 

 In the event any of our volunteers have clearance through other employers, then reimbursement does not   

 apply and we just ask they provide a copy of their compliance documents.   

 (From Doug Ross Personnel Committee Chairperson) 

 Note: There will be two days in April when the Church Secretary will be available to help volunteers com-

plete the proper forms.  

 Note: Session passed around a sign-up sheet to volunteer support for the Palm Sunday dinner. We will aid the 

Deacons in preparing the dinner and setting up and cleaning. 

MSC:  Approve Redstone Presbytery District 1 meeting in Poke Run Fellowship Hall on April 13, 2015. 

Snacks will be provided. Linda Chicka will help coordinate this. 

 MSC:  Approve Rev. Pete to take Sunday, May 17, 2015 as a day of study leave. 

            Close with prayer: Sandy Chappell                               Adjourn:  8:12 PM 

            Respectfully Submitted:                                           Approved:  April 14, 2015 

Chad A. McCutcheon 

Chad A. McCutcheon (Assistant Clerk of Session)                         
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Session meetings are open to all members of the 
church.  Complete Session Minutes are available in the 

office for Church member review. 
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POKE RUN CHURCH DEACONôS  

ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
MAY 16, 2015 

3 ï 6:00 PM 

ADULTS $8.00 

CHILDREN AGES 3-12 $4.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 3 ï FREE 

 

Enjoy Hot Dogs, Ham Bar-B-Queôs; 

Salad Bar &  

a Variety of Strawberry Desserts 

 

Come our and support the work of the Poke Run Dea-

In preparation for the 

2015 Directory, 

Information Needed  

Please notify the church 
office if you have had any 
name changes,  

address changes, a change in your 
phone number or a change  

in your email address.  You may call 
the office at 724-327-5563  

or email your information to 
pokerun@windstream.net  

An updated Directory will be 
available at the end of the month.  
Please communicate any changes 
by May 15th. 

Thank you. 

 

 

HAPPENING IN OUR PRESBYTERY 

,ÈàɯƖɯɬ/ÐÕÌɯ2×ÙÐÕÎÚɯɯ,ÖÜÕÛÈÐÕɯ!ÐÒÌɯ1ÈÊÌ 

,ÈàɯƝɭ1ÌË-4×ɯ#Èàɭ/2"ɯ6ÖÙÒɯ#Èà 

,ÈàɯƕƜɭ/ÐÕÌɯ2×ÙÐÕÎÚɯ"ÈÔ×ɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ&ÖÓÍɯ.ÜÛÐÕÎ 

,ÈàɯƖƚɭ1ÌËÚÛÖÕÌɯ/6ɯ2×ÙÐÕÎɯ1ÌÛÙÌÈÛɯÈÛɯ/ÐÕÌɯ2×ÙÐÕÎÚɯ"ÈÔ× 

 
HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

May 2ðAnnual ñSpring Dumpster Dayò at the Washington Twp  maintenance bldg. on Rt. 66  - some 

restrictions apply. 

 

   Blood Pressure Clinic for Seniorsð Monthly on the 2nd Wednesday at the Wash. Twp. Firehall 

11:30amðnoon    Bring your table service and a covered dish. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE POKE RUN AND REDSTONE PRESBYTERY OFFICES WILL  

BE CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 25TH. 

 

The Poke Run ñRoad Projectò will continue into the first weeks of Mayðplease 

take care and perhaps give the church a call before visiting the Office.  Also, with 

more Wilkinson drivers at home nowðdonôt assume the ñNo car at the church 

means Amy is not in the office.ò - again, give the office a call. 
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The 2014 Poke Run Annual Report is now available.  

Copies can be found in the Narthex®or contact 

the office for a mailed or electronic copy.  

mailto:pokerun@windstream.net?subject=Directory%20Informatino
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T H E  R A N G E R  
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RE. Background Check (paid and volunteers) and mandatory reporting on child abuse 

Date January 8, 2015.  IMPORTANT FOR VBS AND MISSION TRIP VOLUNTEERS 
 

As a result of Act 153 of 2014 Pennsylvania General Assembly, it is important that each 
congregation that has a ministry program (s) that involves children and youth become familiar with 
the new law pertaining to child abuse. Among other items, requirements for background 
clearances are specified both in expanding the definition of employees and inclusion of volunteers 

having òdirect contact with children. ò 

 

The above excerpt is from a letter that we recently received from the Presbytery. Currently there are two 
reports that all individuals that are involved with any program involving children must complete.  (1) 
Pennsylvania Criminal History Report and (2) the Child Abuse History Clearance Report. A third report 
needs to be completed if the individual has not lived in the state of Pennsylvania for the last 10 years. If you 

have been a resident in the state for over 10 years then a signed notarized affidavit is sufficient.  

The Session has approved that Poke Run will pay for the necessary clearances for our volunteers.  Many 
congregation members may have the clearances due to their current or past work related positions. If this is 
the case, and you regularly participate with our TGIF or VBS programs, we ask that you gather your reports 

and provide a copy to our office.   

You can apply for these on your own and submit a receipt for reimbursement , or you can make an 
appointment with Amy Wilkinson in the office utilizing the Office computer.   Amy has designated the 
following times or by special appointment.  Friday, May 8, 9am-3pm, Wednesday, May 13, 3-6pm and 

Wednesday, May 27, 6-9pm. 

 

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please contact any member of the Personnel Committee. Amy can 
help you with the online applications.  We look forward to ensuring a safe environment for our childrenôs 

programs here at Poke Run Church.  

NEEDED:  If anyone is interested in donating their Notary services for this endeavorñcontact the 

office. 

Application can be made at the following websites: 

PA Criminal History Clearance: https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp  

PA Child Abuse Clearance:  https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!  

 And tell your friends!  

Poke Run VBS is  

scheduled for July 26 ñ30, 2015. 

 



TGIF 2015 

This yearôs Good Friday ñTGIFò day focused on what 
ñWe Believe!ò  Children from Poke Run and our 
community gathered for a day of laughter and 
learning as they experienced Christôs love.  There 
were games, crafts, (including the Easter scene made 
from donated TP tubes!) song, dressing up, smiles and 

fun. 

  And of course it started with a good breakfast and 

ended with a great lunch! 

Special Thanks  

to  everyone who attended and volunteered at TGIF 

2015! Especially to chairperson Laurie Martin! 
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