
    îCan these bones live? î - Godñs question to Ezekiel as Ezekiel looked out at a vast 
valley of very dry bones, bones with no connections to any form. The reflections that 

follow come from my own curiosity spurred on by a little book by Robert Jensen, A Theology in Outline: Can 
These Bones Live?. Jensen explores whether or not the dry bones of Christian theology can live in these 
postmodern times. With Easter drawing close today we will explore the questions generated by the 

resurrection. 

    Since these are questions that finally resolve themselves in God we will talk a little about God first. This is 
what we call a theological question. What is îtheology?ï A simple definition of theology is îreasoned talk 
about God.ï This immediately poses another question ì if you begin to think that theology is all about asking 
questions you are on the right track ì îWhat do we mean by the word îGod?ï Even a quick look at other 
religions shows that there are many ways to think about îGodï and the connections between religions are 
very thin. What a Muslim thinks when he or she says îAllahï is very different from the thought of a Hindu 
devoteeñs conception of Vishnu. And these are both different from îthe LORD Godï of the Hebrew Bible. In 

each case a particular community defines the idea of God.  

     Now we ask, îWhat separates one community from another?ï From now on I am going to restrict myself 
to Christian communities. Once again a brief examination of the thousands of communities that call 
themselves îChristianï exposes any number of beliefs and practices. A community like the Roman Catholic 
Church is vastly different from the local independent Baptist communion. This Baptist church is different 
from the Pentecostals whose worship distinguishes them from the North American Reformed who differ from 
ì well you get the picture. Instead of asking what separates us, letñs ask, îWhat connects us?ï Setting our 
differences aside we find one thing on which we can all agree. We have a message. We have a message 

that must be passed on to others, to the entire world we believe.  

     Every Christian community begins with this message. Jesus of Nazareth, the first century rabbi, healer, 
and miracle worker was crucified, dead, and buried. The LORD God of Israel raised him from the dead. So 
we have our message and our definition, or at least a partial definition, of îGodï all in one place. The LORD 
God of Israel is the one who raised Jesus of Nazareth from the dead. (I believe this, or something like this, is 
a statement Robert Jensen wrote in an earlier work ì I read it in a book by Stanley Hauerwas). Despite the 
utter impossibility of this message, we are called to pass it on, and we do. We have been doing so ever 
since the first disciples saw Jesus walking about after they knew very well that he had died and been buried, 
sealed behind a mega-ton rock. The message is passed on every day by those who believe it to be true, and 

while many do not, many believe and find their lives changed in remarkable ways.  

     Now, as we pass on the message we are challenged to tell it correctly. This requires hard thinking, very 
hard thinking. Resurrection is not an easy event to get a grip on. True resurrection happens seldom so we 
do not have a large database to go to. In fact, as we see it in Christ it is a unique event. It is not all that clear 
exactly what happened. I will only mention that the resurrection event is much argued and the views of the 
two greatest theologians of the last century end with very different conclusions. What are we mere mortals 
to do? But just to give you a glimpse of the difficulty try this thought experiment. If Jesus was raised from the 
dead, what does it mean to be dead? Try to imagine this. No one really knows what it is like to be dead. 
Anything we can imagine, deep sleep, wispy dreams, floating on clouds, playing harps, or nothingness 
builds on experiences we have while alive. They tell us nothing about death. To say the LORD God of Israel 
raised Jesus from the dead leads us into an immediate impasse in our thinking. We need then to know more 
of this LORD God of Israel, the God also of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who freed Israel from slavery in 

Egypt, who æ that is, history, Old Testament history is needed.  

    Finally, who is Jesus anyway, and why is this important? We claim that this is a life or death question.  

    Can these bones live? Can these bones, my skeleton, wrapped in sinews and flesh, live on with Jesus in 
eternity, raised from the dead as he was, by the LORD God of Israel? These are questions we will explore 
as we more on from the îYESï of the empty tomb at Easter. Yes, these bones, yours and mine, can live 
because Christ lives. He not only lives in eternity with and as the LORD God of Israel, if we believe the 

message, he lives in us. 

from Pastor Pete 
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Passion / Palm Sunday  begins Holy Week, a time in the church 

year when we remember how Christ gave his life in love for the world. 

As this day opens, the crowd waves palm branches, wanting to crown 

Jesus as king. Palm Sunday Worship, Sunday April 9th,  

and plan on attending a luncheon prepared by the Poke 

Run Deacons, immediately following the 11am worship.  

Maundy Thursday  begins the Three Days remembering the new 

commandment that Christ gave us in word and deed as he taught us how 

to love one another, washing our feet as a servant. We also celebrate the 

Lordñs Supper, remembering the meal Christ shared with his disciples 

before his death.  April 13th  Come and share a meal before 
Maundy Thursday worship.  Dinner at 6pm, stay for Worship 

Service at 7:30pm.    

Poke Run îTGIFï programì kids age 3 through 12
th

 Grade ì and YOU!   

Friday, April 14
th
  8:30am to 1pm - îTGIFï Good Friday program! 

îJesus: King, God and Sacrificeï 

Breakfast and lunch are provided.  The day starts off with a prayer breakfast for 
all adult helpers at 7:45AM. Activities and classes will be held through sixth grade. Big kids, 
Junior High and High Schoolers, will have a Youth Group Day; assisting with activities, 

learning, doing a service project and having fun together.  

We are still in need of volunteers to assist in the dayñs events and to help with clean-up.   

Just come and join us for lunch to hear the exciting news the children have to share.  Please 
contact Laurie Martin 724-433-2404 or the church office 724 -327-5563 with questions or 

offers of help.  

Most importantly, pray that what we do as a church may be pleasing to God and then 

round up your friends, children, grandchildren, and neighbors to attend.  

 

Good Friday  is the day we remember Jesusñ crucifixion.  It is an 

especially important time to pray for the church and the world, and all for 

whom Christ gave his life.  

Easter Sunday, April 16th,  is the center of the Christian year. 
On this occasion the church joyfully proclaims the good news 
that is at the very heart of the gospel: that Jesus Christ is risen 
from the dead.  Come to Poke Run for Easter Worship: 

Services at 8:30am and 11am  

  Information provided above is from the website 



Thank you to everyone who served during the Worship Services in March. 

Our March Greeters :  Larry & Debbie Seighman, Brian & Nancy Dombroske, 
Tom & Nancy Kimble, Tim and Connor Martin, Irma McDivitt, Ruth OñConnor 

and Cindy Brooks 

Our March Lectors: Eleanor Zerbini, Barbi Findley, Laurie Martin and  

Bob Fitzgerald 
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For our prayers:    
Alex, Ang, Ed Bahney, Renee Bates, Ronda Bertelle, Lil Bowman, Kim Boylestein, Sarah Brank,  
Max Brooks, Ralph Brown, Stephanie Bruce, Carolyn Buckley, Roxy Chickar, Irene Clark, Jim Dunmire, 
Shirley Elwood, Barbara Emmerling, Jean Fanelli, Elmer Foley, Laurel Frey, Lee & Linda Gardener, 
Marnee Gormley,Sylvan Gormley, Helen Grayem, Allison Grundy, Trevor Hawk, Janine Hayle,  
Joyce Hodges, Leland & Berenice Jones, Marjorie Kaiser, Iris Kiebler, Allison Lengauer Jordan,  
Pat Lengauer, Cliff Lightner, Norm Linhart, Irma McDivitt, Conrad McQuaide, Amy McQuaide,  
JoAnn Miller, June & Roy Moorhead, Steve Morcheid, Carol OñMalley, Sandy Nemetz, Thad Overly,  
Sarah Parrish, Winifred Powers, Reno, Rafael Rincon, Steve Roman, Joanne Smith, Callie Spaulding,  
Dinah Staymates, JD Stait, Steiner, Kenny Swank, Arlene Switzer, Bev & Mario Tagliati,  Amy Teele,  
Craig Thompson, Jill Tocco, Robert Watt, Terry Wiester, Clay Wilabee, Wolford, Peter Yurtin,  
 those gripped by addictions, and those who serve in the military. 

 

Poke Run member Leah Gill passed away on March 30
th
.  Leah joined the Poke 

Run congregation in 1970. 

Please keep Leahñs family in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

 

Occasionally names are removed from the prayer list when the office has 
not been updated, if you see one removed that should remain, please 
contact the office.  It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in 
continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that many of those 

included on our îPrayer Listï are healing and strengthening.  

 

 If you placed names on our îPrayer List,ï please contact the office 

to update us.  

 



Session meetings are open to all members of the 

church.  Complete Session Minutes are available in 

the office for Church member review. 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÏËÅ 2ÕÎ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎ -ÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÏÆ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΣΦȟ ΤΡΣΩȡ  
The re-scheduled meeting of the Joint Boards met @ 7:00 pm.  A quorum was present and, Rev. 

Peter Goetschius, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and devotions.  

 

Session Members present: Rev. Peter Goetschius -Moderator, Clerk ð Connie Cauvel.  Assistant 

Clerk ð Chad McCutcheon, Ron Hileman, Tom Kimble, Nikki McQuaide, Logan Hileman,  

Excused: Sandy Chappell, Linda Moorhead 

 

Committee Reports: 

Christian Ed - Sandy Chappell  - TGIF on April 14.  Laurie Martin will be contacting volunteers. 

Mission and Stewardship: Meri Slaugenhaupt  -Food Bank will be February 18, 2017. 

Nominating -  Pete will meet with the Committee after Easter. 

 

Old Business:  MSC:  To Approve 2017 Calendar through January 31 of 2018 

New Business: MSC:  To Approve 2016 Annual Statistical Report for Presbytery 

MSC: Tasks for 2017 volunteers needed 

 Review Church By-laws 

 Review Church Mission Statement  

 

Year in review ð updates and future plans   (Session, Deacons & Trustees) 

  Deacons - Ruth OõConnor & Diane Scott 

  Trustees - Rick Slaugenhaupt  (see attached report) 

  Office - Amy Wilkinson 

 

 Close with prayer: Ron Hileman                    Adjourn: 8:15 PM 

Respectfully Submitted:                                           Approved:  March 14, 2017 

 

Connie Cauvel (Clerk of Session) 

From the Poke Run Office  

The Poke Run Annual Report for 2016 is complete.  Copies are available in the Narthex or you can 

request an electronic copy by email.  Just call the office.  

 

If you would like to receive a statement of your first quarter giving, contact the office.  

 

In preparation for the 2017 Directory, Information Needed Please notify the church office if you 
have had any name changes, address changes, a change in your phone number or a change in 
your email address.  You may call the office at 724-327-5563 or email your information to 

pokerun@graced.comcastbiz.net    

Thank you. 



 

PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON: T he 
Poke Run Congregation is invited to a 
Palm Sunday luncheon immediately 

following the 11am. worship service on Sunday, April 9th.   

Come enjoy food and fellowship! 

Please plan to stay for the luncheon and enjoy good food and 
fellowship. If you are available to help with the luncheon in any 

way, please contact a Deacon.  

 

 

FROM THE MARCH 2017 DEACON MINUTES:  

POKE RUN CHURCH 

DEACONñS  
ANNUAL STRAWBERRY 

FESTIVAL 

JUNE 3, 2017 
Mark Your Calendars!!!  
Watch for more details!  
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Presbyterian Women NEWS  
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#ÉÒÃÌÅ Τ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
-ÁÕÎÄÙ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ΣΥÔÈ ÁÔ Ψ ÐÍȢ  *ÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȠ  7Å ÃÁÎ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
,ÁÓÔ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÕÎÄÙ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÁÔ ΩȡΥΡÐÍȢ 

PW in the PCUSA 


