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A great battle lies hidden
beneath the headlines of our
news media. This battle
continues unnoticed beneath
the MOAB i the mother of all
bombs i the incursions in Syria
and the scuffles occurring on
our college campuses. | write of
a battle among theologians
where spiritual blood flows out
in the ink splashed across page
after page of book after book.
No one can read all of the
words carefully and carelessly
thrown about. The battle of
which | speak can turn eternal
destinies whichever side wins,
and likely, neither side will. This
warfis duration
years now and will rage on until
Christ returns. It spins around
the question,
the |l etters of

Over the summer
months the lectionary readings
will take us through three of
Paul is | etters
on a couple more. The primary
letter will be Romans, then brief
tours through Philippians and 1
Thessalonians. It is in Romans
that Paul lays out the heart of
his arguments.
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Here he interprets, through the
Holy Spirit, the Scriptures of Israel,
what we now call the Old
Testament. Here he works out the
meaning of the life of Jesus,
claiming it fulfills the prophecies of
the Old Testament. Here he
makes radical claims. Not the
| east of which
(ultimately) creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to decay
and obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of
God.i7 (Romans 8:
sentence bears reading through a
time or two and then some
meditation upon it. In fact, it would
help to read the verses before and

aaftep it anchgivéntieem sotné 0 O

thought.

On this verse, Romans
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Sti. jPsa ylh jtgo.d gy ?
not Godnfs resfr«xrrue
the world but the rescue of the
world itself. The whole creation is

atmbe liberated érdm slaveryte f |y
decay.i He has a
this, Surprised by Hope, which is
worth exploring as well.

Now it is not difficult to see
why there swirls a verbal storm
surrounding Bishop Wright as the

EOO Wliqg dervishes of

fundamentalism attack him from
all sides. Nonetheless his work is
well reasoned and above all
grounded in careful biblical
interpretation of the Scriptures.

So this summer we will trek
through parts of Romans and see
what Paul has to say to us. We will
explore his ideas for ourselves and
discover what he has to say about
two important terms, salvation and
justification. Remember as we go
that Paul writes under inspiration
and through the power and insight
of the Holy Spirit. We will find that
the same spirit works in our own
lives to produce faith that
becomes Tactive
guoting N. T.
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whi ch |
driven active faith, at work

through love and all that flows
from it, explains

rescue of his people from death
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Wr i by Pastor Pete

(Romans 8:1-1 1) . i
And then, justification, --
all too briefly: accomplished
through Jesus Christ, based on
the covenants God made with
Israel, declaring us free of sin
through faith in Jesus Christ,
and displaying a new vision for
Boi fb | Geo, d fissa | cvraet ai toi nt

of mekOLBithaft, who

found himself recently evicted
from one of the more
conservative sectors of the so-
cWIBdOnboerefdnfe@ ovetnent,
calls N. T. Wrigh
T Copernican Revol
Copernicus you might
remember discovered or
rediscovered the model of the
Universe that puts the Sun at
the center of our solar system.
The church, or at least the Pope
and his henchmen supposedly
sai d tandweie wrong.

| am not so sure what
we have here is a Copernican
revolution. | think that what we
have here is a careful and
accurate reading of Scripture.
This puts us exactly where we
wish to be, in God~f:
greater understandi
thought and intent for us,
Christis church,
Creation.
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ASCENSION OF THE LORD Forty days after the Resurrection of the Lord

(Easter Sunday), we remember and celebrate the Ascension of the Lord Jesus
Christ into heaven. On this day, the chui
over all the earth, as well as his priestly intercession for us at the throne of mercy
(Hebrews 4:14-16).

oy Ascension of the Lord is remembered on May 25th.

PENTECOST On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit

descending in a mighty rush of wind and
procl amation of Christis rising and to
world.

Pentecost is celebrated on Sunday, June 4th.

The Palm Sunday congregation was blessed with great shouts of Hosanna from our
youngest Sunday School Class. Thanksto Kar en Goetschius a rfa
leading the children . What a joy filled worship!

Thank you to our April Greeters:  Larry & Debbie Seighman,
Freda Bowman, Edyth Elwood, Walt & Becky Lange,

John & Sheree Wagner, and Mario & Bev Tagliati

Thank you to our April Lectors:  Valerie Hansen, Tom Kimble,
Jeff Wilkinson, Amy Wilkinson, Doug Ross, and Jodi Dupill




For our prayers:  Alex, Ang, Ed Bahney, Abbey Ballas, Renee Bates, Ronda Bertelle,

Lil Bowman,Kim Boylestein, Sarah Brank, Max Brooks, Ralph Brown, Carolyn Buckley, Roxy Chickar,
Irene Clark, Jim Dunmire, Shirley Elwood, Barbara Emmerling, Jean Fanelli, Jan Fitzgerald,

Elmer Foley, Laurel Frey, Lee & Linda Gardener, Marnee Gormley, Sylvan Gormley, Helen Grayem,
Allison Grundy, Alex Hansen, Trevor Hawk, Janine Hayle, Joyce Hodges, Leland & Berenice Jones,
Marjorie Kaiser, Iris Kiebler, Allison Lengauer Jordan, Pat Lengauer, Cliff Lightner, Norm Linhart,

the family of Dolly Maze, Irma McDivitt, Conrad McQuaide, Amy McQuaide, JoAnn Miller,

June & Roy Moorhead, Steve Morchei d, Sam Mus ma
Thad Overly, Sarah Parrish, Evelyn Pfeffer, Randy Pfeffer, Winifred Powers, Reno, Rafael Rincon,
Steve Roman, Joanne Smith, Dave Speer, JD Stait, Mary Jane Stait, Dinah Staymates, Steiner,
Mildred Striner, Kenny Swank, Arlene Switzer, Bev & Mario Tagliati, Amy Teele, Craig Thompson,
Jill Tocco, Terry Wiester, Clay Wilabee, Wolford, Peter Yurtin, those gripped by addictions,

and those who serve in the military.

Please keep EvaBantroch i n your prayers, Evafis brother

Please also keeptheBallas f ami | ' y i n your prayers as Tim
this week.

REJOICE ALWAYS;

F) R AY Occasionally names are removed from the prayer gy
list when the office has not been updated, if you

WITHOUT CEASING; M see one removed that should remain, please

IN EVERYTHING "M contact the office. It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in

GlVE THAN KS continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that many of those
FOR THIS IS GOD’S WILL i ncluded on our 1T Prayer Listi

f I d
FOR YOU loupda)llteoug. pl ace names on our

IN CHRIST JESUS.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18

shutterstock - 205831279

National Day of Prayer

May 4, 2017i an annual day of observance held on the first Thursday of May, designated by
the United States Congress, when people are asked "to turn to God in prayer and meditation”.

Each year since its inception, the president has signed a proclamation, encouraging all Americans
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I remember my mother's prayers

M * M and they have always followed me.
They have clung to me all my life.
Mother’'s Day

Sunday May 14, 2017

Abraham Lincol


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meditation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States

From the Session Minutes of March 14 & 19, 2017.
NOTE:Session meetings are open to all members of the church.
Complete Session Minutes are available in the office for Church member review.

MarchSédsi on MembeResvprkRestebodS&oat §€Cobnkber €au

Assi stafchadl MciCut cheon, Ron Hil eman, Tom Kin

Sandy Chappell, Linda Moorhead Logan Hil eman

MSCTo approve the Session Minutes of: Februa

MSC To accept the Deacon Minutes of: Februar

MS CT o : alcrceeapstu r eirFoesb rRueaproyr t2 8, 2017

Commi ttee Reports:

Budget & FTinmnMamtuian TRéporSttssi on members shoc

email copy

Chri st4iSamdiyd CH&p freloln -Apni Actl4Lauri e Marti

Nomi naPehg will Qmoeremi twieten atfhteer Easter.

Ol d Business:

ByLaws wupdat e: Conni e and -lAawys wand tuhpedna tseh a
with others for additional i nput.

Mi ssi on -SGQhaatde mesntr evi ewi ng with Pete

Cemetery Protocol & wupdat e: Linda Moor head

Mar ch SESsi on Me mbLe rnsd ap rMosoer nhte:a d |, Ron Hil eman
Tim Martin, Connie Cauvel, Ni kki Mc Quai de,

Busi ness:

From the Trustees: Request to discuss t
work in both the Church and Manse. T
Because it is a large job totaling over
affordabl e. A copy of the bid is avai

MSCTo award the plaster repairs to Barkl ey

Respectfully Submitted: Approved: Apri
Connie Cauvel (Clerk of Session)
As al ways, thank you for the support that vyolu

Please keep these men and women in your prayers, and consider where YOU can help fulfill the
mission of our church.
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The Board of Deacons would like to thank all who were involved
with the Palm Sunday luncheon. They were especially thankful for
all the halpg &t mecl efldhrer e was mu
fellowship.T I't is truly wonderful whei{|
come together and help each oth
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Thank you to the Poke Run Deacons for conducting their annual
Easter flower sale and for everyone who decorated our sanctuary on
Easter Sunday with your dedications.

FROM THE MARCH 2017 DEACON MINUTES:
Present: All present.

Deacon Ministry

March Minutes and Treasurer

Old Business

There were 6 food baskets distributed for Easter.

New Business

Palm Sunday lunchi invitations were sent to Deacon friends and others. Flowers used as
centerpieces were distributed to friends.

Strawberry Festival will be advertised in the Ranger and upcoming bulletins. Planning at May
meeting.

College student boxes will be packed and sent.

Nicole Goodiski has made, and will continue to make prayers shawls that are available to the
Deacons and anyone in the Poke Run congregation to take to individuals in need of comfort and

prayers.

POKE RUN CHURCH DEACONAS ANNUAL STRAWB
Saturday, JUNE 3, 2017 3 -6pm
T Adydu-can-eat ! i Ham BBQ, Hot Dog
and of <co Stravsberm%sserts!!!!!!
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Poke Run Presbyterian Women PW , Afmg ’SMME/

Circle 2:  will meet on May 18th AT THE CHURCH - 7pmi P

Heidi Hileman will be the Hostess and Laurie Martin  will Y )4 M}U 1[11_

be the Leader ~ . [ (
ALL ARE WELCOMEI # ‘ s CO}‘/W}/'
COME AND BRING A FRIEND! 3 !l 2018 (hurchwide Gathering

of Presbyterian Women
August 2-5, 2018
Louisville, Kentucky




Poke Run Graduation Sunday, May 14, 2017 i please make sure the
office has your information !

Sunday School at Poke Run Church
Classes meet each Sunday at 10am.

FORTHEKIDS Chi |l drenfis Cl ass!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL There are currently two active Adult Sunday
School classes each Sunday morning.

3 The class meeting in the West Wayside room (on the left at the end of the
hall) is using the David C. Cook series titedT God Loves Usi

3 The class meeting in the Session room (on the right at the end of the hall) is
using the study series,i Go d i s A Defedfiag the Idols that
Battl e f or bykyleiddelam.ar t i

Join in the fellowship area for refreshment and conversation
between the early service and Sunday School.

Many thanks to everyone who attended or helped at the

T TGI Fi Good Friday progr am. Speci al

coordinator Laurie Martin and her helpers who planned

the day. It was a wonderful outreach

t heme was 1T Jesus: King, God and Sacr
Each participant T Heardi the story and | eft equli

own set of Resurrection Eqggs.




