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| am not at all concerned about, how shall | say this, an argument | once had about an alligator that was
believed to be Big Foot. The discussion emerged in a small establishment in Tampa, Florida that served both
beer and sandwiches. | am very interested in things that go bump in the night and upset our normal and
safe belief patterns, and so | was intrigued. There is much more to the world than we believe, and probably much more
going on than we can believe. Now | definitely believe in alligators and once very nearly stepped on one, a good 10-12
footer, or so it seemed at the time, exaggeration is possible in stressed situations. | really did not stay around to
measure. Fortunately this alligator was either deep into sleep, lazy, or not hungry. But Big Foot, that is an open
guestion. Show me evidence.

The claim was made by another young man, and | too was quite young at the time, although | would have told you |
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you have ever been in a swampy area in Florida at night with only a headlamp, but in the surrounding darkness and
with the mists that rise off the water and the night sounds, it can be a very spooky place, and very nearly anything can
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Aluminum canoes he claimed, were much better than fiberglass canoes. The reason: he had once backed his fiberglass
canoe into his garage and it fractured so that it was unfixable. His aluminum canoe, suffering the same indignity, was
easily pounded back into shape.

And so, the argument did not distress me or cause me to change my beliefs or even come to mind except at odd
times like this one. But then there are times when arguments do have force and we often react to them, sometimes
violently. When this happens we need to take a step back and examine what we truly believe, because we do not get
excited about challenges to the truths that we hold firmly. These truths are almost unshakeable. When, as occasionally
happens, | read a book or essay the ends up in the shredder | find that inevitably | need to reorder the book and read it
carefully to discover which beliefs have been challenged and about which | am certainly uncertain. Guaranteed | will find
a belief that | hold with no strong conviction and that needs to be tossed into the dustbin of oblivion.

Sometimes God confronts us directly as Jesus so often did with the ubiquitous Scribes and Pharisees who held many
beliefs with no biblical support and often with no support at all. It is easy to see why the religious authorities felt so
threatened by Jesus. However there is another kind of change that comes upon us gently and more powerfully that the
change evoked by logic and argument, if logic and argument ever provoked anything other than more argument and
less logic. Over the years | watched my mother change. She changed from a child with a hyper fundamentalist at one
time called fighting fundamentalists , background to an aged and graceful Episcopalian who received the sacraments
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and precious. | use it for the collects, ancient and contemporary, well, sort of contemporary. It reminds me, as some of
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This brings me to my main point, our own, PC(USA)Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer. | have given away many
copies of this little book and if you do not have one | will gladly give you one, free of charge, whether you are a church
member or not, and even whether you are a Christian or not, and even if you are an atheist and hate Christianity and
think it the scourge of the earth. | will gladly give you a copy. If you use it properly it will change your life, even if yo u
hate change and fear to have your ultimate beliefs shattered and torn to shreds. | will not try to convince you that
alligators are a stand in for Big Foot. | will simply let the Holy Spirit do its work as | am convinced is happening both
inside and outside the church. Hang on for the ride, God is moving!
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about calling God into our world, or, recognizing God here and now. Read on, | pray. We can conclude with this little
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perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen _ —

Who among us is brave enough to pray that prayer? May God strengthen us through the Holy Spirit. Amen. from Pastor Pe
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Communion is shared during the 8:30am Early Worship serviceevery Sunday morning.
Additionally, Communion will be celebrated during the following Worship services in 2018.

May 20th’ Pentecost(1lam)  August 5th(1lam)
June 3rd(11am) September 9th(11am)
July 1st (11am) October 7th(11am)
December 2nd’  1st Sunday of Advent(11am)

Thank you to everyone who served during the Worship Services in March.
Our March Greeters : Dave & Janet Thomas, Bob & Darlene Thompson, Edyth Elwood,

Freda Bowman, Ron & Carole Bowman, and Walt & Becky Lange
M %W Our March Lectors: Cindy McQuaide, Shyrl Stange, Cliff Dupill and Patrick Wilkinson

Thank you to the Poke Run Deacons for conducting their annual Easte
flower sale and for everyone who decorated our sanctuary on Easter
Sunday with your dedications. Thank you too, to the TGIF youth who
prepared the sanctuary for Easter worship.
Thank you Circle 2 for providing dinner before

N Maundy Thursday worship. This tradition of sharing a meal

= together before this time of Worship has been a great
A{lﬁu%} blessing to the congregation, plan on attending next year.

l 1“1 On Palm Sunday, we celebrated the
"” "‘"L‘."] ’ f”’ll i : gift of baptism and we celebrated a
Ll new member. Leila Stormer and

'{ ‘{ ”l 'L o Joe Duludewere baptized at the

g ’ “ early Worship service where Leila

‘ then joined the Poke Run

congregation. At the late Worship
service, Pastor Pete baptizedAria
Vogel, great granddaughter of Jane
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Thankful for the Poke Run Handbell
choir, who shared their musical gifts .
If you are interested in participating in
this musical ministry see Sean or a

choir member. NO MUSICAL
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!! Join them!




For our prayers:
Scott Ankney, baby Noah,Carol Bartachellei, Renee Bates, Ronda Bertelle, Lil Bowman, Max Brooks, Ralph Brown,
Nancy Bruner, Carolyn Buckley, William Caldwell, Dave Carroll, Irene Clark, Collin, Kelly Daugherty Farley,

Jim Dunmire, Sara Dyer, Shirley Elwood, Terry Fairbanks, Jean Fanelli, Barbi Findley,Elmer Foley, Laurel Frey,
Lee & Linda Gardener, Nancy Gearhard, Marnee Gormley, Sally Graham, Helen Grayem, Allison Grundy, Frank Hanseff,
Trevor Hawk, Janine Hayle, Joyce Hodges, Brenda Hughes, Leland & Berenice Jones, Marjorie Kaiser, Kim, Joel Ladik
and wife Katie, Rhett LaRue and family, Dana, Pat Lengauer, Allison Lengauer Jordan, Tammy Libengood,

Cliff Lightner, Norm Linhart, Heather Lynn, John Mango, Irma McDivitt, Mary Lou McKay, Conrad McQuaide,

Amy McQuaide, JoAnn Miller, June & Roy Moorhead, Steve Morcheid, Sam Musmanno, Sandy Nemetz, Thad Overly,
Sandy Pajak, Sarah Parrish, Evelyn Pfeffer, Randy Pfeffer, Mufalda Pisone, Winifred Powers, Rafael Rincon, Reno,
Steve Roman, Mary Ellen Ross and all of the family of Glenn Ross, the family of Bill Schmidt, Larry Seighman,

Valerie Shondelmyer, Joanne Smith, Carol Soule, JD Staite, Mary Jane Staite, Dinah Staymates, Jennifer Steiner,
Mildred Striner, Ken Swank, Arlene Switzer, Bev & Mario Tagliati, Amy Teele, Craig Thompson, Jim Thompson,

Jill Tocco, Adam Weaver, Terry Wiester, Clay Wilabee, Kate Wolford, Peter Yurtin, those involved in the recent
shootings, those gripped by addictions, those who serve in the military, our country, and our world.

Poke Run member Glenn Rosspassed away on March 30 ™. Glenn joined the Poke Run
congregation on September 27, 1964.  Glenn raised his family in the communion of

Poke Run, served as the Treasurer for Poke Run, an Elder, further as Clerk of Session,

was a long faithful member of the Poke Run Chancel Choir, Poke Run Sunday School,

on numerous committees, and wherever and whenever needed. niw+"q+ Fz+z+ Al 6 W+
family in your thoughts and prayers.

Please also keep in prayer, the family of  Bill Schmidt (son of Ed & Betty Schmidt who passed last
year.) Bill died on April 4th.

Occasionally names are removed from the prayer list when the office has not been updated, if you see one removed
that should remain, please contact the office. It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in continued prayer and
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SESSION MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. COMPLETE SESSION MINUTES
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE FOR CHURCH MEMBER REVIEW. THE NEXT SESSION MEETING WILL
BE HELD ON APRIL 10TH AT 7PM.

From the Poke Run Presbyterian Church Session Minutes for February 13, 2018

The stated meeting of the Session met in the Sunday school r
opened the meeting wilOtlh8 pTrhaeyneer: afinkdo wd etvoo thiroinnsg. Godds Word t o

Session MembeRsvprkRestebMode&onat d€CbnBGber Gauvel iICh&AdsMs€Cantch€bdreyr k
Sandy Chappell, Tom Ki mbl e, Bob Wil son, ExBcruepeétd kSit eMe@uaind e L au
GuestsKaren -Gekbtembl us

MSCTo approve the Session Minutes of: January 9, 2018, De a
Trustee minutes oTreadNowveimiysSriIRdl@Bgr 2017,

Commi ttee Reports:
Budget & Fihamclki mbl e
Christé& aYiowlBtdam:dy Chappell

Di scussed Pine Springs Camperships and the concern as to hov
di scount for registering early applications had to be

submitted by March 15. In order to expedite itwhiisc,ch anid Isave
require approval by both the Christian Ed and Mission & Stev

MSCI1 f t he wiaya kbee nctolneeayr from the dividends of unrestricte
funds from Christian Ed to create a fund for Pine Sprincg

Nomi naBrientgt: St evenson -ReChawi Mt Quoenenhi etatneteh atfhteer East er .
Ad Hoc Committees

Kitchen TCT8amdyt€lkeapp&lelcured used di shwasher sinks from &
i

i
theytbado to the restaurant and tear t out . Committee woul
Fi shi nigT oTne akm mbl e Team i s considering the following: Twit
information about Poke Run, Develop information packets for
Prepare/ generate a map that showbathbmalhkhsatboei obsPekeaRdncrt

Sunday services at various | ocal churches that are known to
understanding the main el emeunpt smoorfe tShuenidra ys esrevrivciecse.s Lgoeoakr eidn tfc

Ol d Business:
MSCTo approve the 2018 Calendar

Laurie Martin presented the changes apddupdwathsgbal tbhé €
vote at our March meeting.

c

fiHope in a Bagod starts February 25
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New Business:
Karen Goetschius met with Session to discuss her Chiéddrenods
all she does for our children at Poke Run Karen sheakrledd wi t h
She patterns her c¢class after VBS because the childmrsem |ike t
great gift from God. Then they go down hall for theiier | essor
lives She has a new Bulletin Board in the hall way wiayh t he t
before Easter, which is March 18. She is also devied oping t
Miracl es. She cannot say enough about how much she and t he

TGIF Laurie Martin reported that the Theme for this yeards (
Operation Christmas Child BoxéedMarchhd8colwheéecthi emi ncatdes avi ¢ |

MSCCol |l ect items for Operation Christmas Child Boxes and mon
MSCTo approve Clerk of Session Annual Report Statistical Rer

MSCTo approve Suddhyfy, sMwithkhi hdon Eagle Ceremony in Poke Run
aft erPwasrtdor Pete will be taking part.

MSCTo approve the Baptism of -daugh®@®ige|l Sy rRdaay Mdradch 635 great
MSC: Approval of 2018 Calendar
MSC:To Approve First Aid/ AED Cl ass %}M
Close with prayerAdj oRom: Hi8l: elrha P M
Respectfull yC8ohmet Cadvel (Clerk of Session)



D EACO N s POKE RUN CHURCH
Leading through Serving. -
{f°l kZnw™n
The Board of Deacons would like to thank all who were involved | ANNUAL STRAWBERRY
with the Palm Sunday luncheon. They are especially thankful for FESTIVAL
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potatoes. Mark Your Calendars!!!
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DEACONS MEETING MINUTES FEE 5, 2018

Present: Mancy Kimble, Shelly Chappell-Vaia, Sandy Ballas, Shyrl Stange, and Ruth
O'Connor

Absent: Tammy Kelly, Debra Ross, Debbie Seighman, Barbi Findley, Nancy Dombroske,
Diane Scott, and Cindy Brooks

Pastor Pete opened with prayer and a Ted Talk Video on drug addiction.
The minutes for Dec were MSC,

The treasurer’s report for Dec was MSC

12/4/17 Balance $3807.56
Deposits 51140.00
Debits £1464.07
2/5M18 Balance $3483.79

Old Business: 9 Christmas Food baskets were purchased. Presents from the Giving
Tree were collected by Linda Moorhead. Christmas presents were also purchased by
Cindy and Buthie for a family, whose mother was incarcerated. They were delivered to
the family by Linda Chicka and Pastor Pete.

Mew Business: The contact list was updated with new Deacons' information. The Poke

Run Friend list was updated and new Deacons paired with a Friend on the list. Shelly

Chappell-Vaia is going to be the Budget and Finance Committee Representative, with dzi +
Ruthie as the backup person.

We need to appoint a Deacon to the nominating committee. We also need to decide on
dates for The Strawberry Festival, and other functions, for the church calendar. The
committee list will be updated at the next meeting, along with any changes to who will
serve as this year's Moderator, Vice Moderator, Secretary, and Treasurer.

The next meeting with be held March 5, 2018, ‘6‘ “5‘ ‘:5
l
Respectiully submitted, | | “
“ o |
Debbie Seighman, Secretary -
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