
 
We will begin with a story, and a quote: 

“When the guru sat down to worship the 
ashram (place of worship) cat would get in the 
way and distract the worshippers. So he 
ordered that the cat be tied during the evening 
worship. 
After the guru died the cat continued to be tied 
during evening worship. And when the cat expired another cat was brought to the 
ashram so that it could be duly tied during evening worship. 
Centuries later learned treatises were written by the guru’s scholarly disciples on 
the literal significance of tying up a cat while worship is performed. “ Tony DeMello 
 
“… the gravest errors as well as the most tormenting perplexities arise from 
(humanity’s) understanding the Bible always according to its apparent literal 
meaning.”        Maimonides 
 

     We would like to pick up the Bible, read it, and understand it, just the plain words. But 
we read it, and especially if we begin at its beginning and read straight through, we find 
ourselves more often than not perplexed. We might even find ourselves angry, 
disappointed, or appalled. We find strange rituals and ways of worship that make no 
sense to us. We discover that the Bible is not what we expected it to be. It is a strange 
and disorienting book. 
     Before tossing the Bible aside let me introduce you to the Lindy effect. The Lindy effect 
says that the longer something has been in existence the longer it is likely continue in 
existence. I ran across this idea in the writing of Nicholas Nassim Taleb. It made me think. 
The New Testament itself and the Christianity it formed have been around for close to 
2000 years. The Old Testament has been around in one form or another for close to 2000 
years before that. This means Judaism and Christianity are likely to be around for a long, 
long, time.  Which tells me, things do not last unless they have value, and they do not 
have value unless they are true. To know the truth of Christianity we enter the world of the 
Bible, reading with faith in order to understand. 
     To come to understand the Bible is like coming to know a good friend. It takes time. 
We may have many acquaintances and we may have dozens or hundreds or thousands 
of Facebook friends. The same can be said of Twitter and Instagram followers. For the 
most part these are people we do not know or know well. There are then those few 
persons whom we know well and have known perhaps all our life. When we get to know 
someone well, we come to know them as they truly are, with all their quirks and oddities, 
even annoyances. We love them anyway, not in spite of but because of, just as they are. 
To come to know someone like this takes time. It is not a matter of days or weeks. It is 
years, lots of years. What I am suggesting is that we come to know the Bible as a life-long 
friend by spending time with it, getting to know its ins and outs, its “quirks and oddities.” 
After a while they are not so odd; they are familiar, like an old flannel shirt. You will find 
that word by word you are led into mysteries you once did not know existed. You will find 
that “the most tormenting perplexities” mesh to lead to greater knowledge and truth. St. 
Paul commends his protégé Timothy for having from childhood “been acquainted with the 
sacred writings” – the Old Testament – “which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ.” 
     This last is a powerful statement. It is not just the Gospels, or the New Testament 
Letters, that will bring to us the message of salvation and stir us to repentance. The Old 
Testament, the sacred writings as Paul names them, will do so as well. To read it and 
discover its truths we must read beyond the surface, into its depths, to find the living and 
true God who sacrificed Himself on our behalf. These are not ordinary words we read. 
You see, “All Scripture is breathed out by God …“ As you sit with Scripture you will come 
to realize that you have not just entered into its world, you have entered into the Kingdom 
of God; it all makes sense now.      From Pastor Pete 
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Thank you to our September Greeters:  Bob & Iris Kiebler, Andy & Eva Bantroch,  
Brian & Nancy Dombroske, Amy and Lizzy Wilkinson, Ron and Evan Hileman 
Thank you to our September Lectors:  Nikki McQuaide, Walt Lange, Diane Scott, 
Becky Lange, and Cindy McQuaide 

 

”I want to thank everyone for your well wishes, prayers 
and cards, all are very much appreciated. In our 30+ 
years together Doug always spoke of the importance 
of having a ‘Church Family ‘ but I never really 
understood what he meant before coming to Poke 

Run. We are all supportive and truly concerned for each others well 
being (sometimes more then family)and it is heart-warming.:) 
Currently I am going back and forth between my insurance and the 
doctors, hoping to schedule the next procedure, PDT
(photodynamic therapy). I ask for continued prayers that this 
treatment will restore some of my vision. Thanks again to all, from 

one of your Church Family siblings! Deb R.” 

Georgia Alcorn, Ali Ankney, Scott Ankney, Annette, baby Noah, Carol Bartachellei,  
Renee Bates, Matt Beacom, Meryl Berger, Ronda Bertelle, Jeannie Bowman, Lil Bowman,  
Rick Bowman, Ron & Carole Bowman, Mike Brewer, Skye Brewer, Max Brooks, Ralph Brown,  
Carolyn Buckley, Bill Caldwell, Nora Jane Caporali, Dave Carroll, Ben Chicka, Irene Clark,  
Robin Coldren, Collin, Gary Copeland, Marie D, Kelly Daugherty Farley, Tommie DeSantis, 
Sharon DiBagno, Hannah Dixon, Jim Dunmire, Sara Dyer, Shirley Elwood, Terry Fairbanks, 
Elmer Foley, Laurel Frey, Lee & Linda Gardener, Joel George, Marnee Gormley,Helen Grayem, 
Allison Grundy, Trevor Hawk, Janine Hayle, Betty Henry, Don Henry, Ruth Hill, Brenda Hughes, 
Leland Jones, Marjorie Kaiser, Rob Kemerer, Kim, Joann Kole, Steve Kosinski,  

Joel Ladik and wife Katie, Rhett LaRue and family, Dana, Allison Lengauer Jordan, Don & Pat Lengauer, Cliff Lightner, Heather Lynn, 
the McCutcheon family,  Irma McDivitt, Ronnie McDivitt, Mary Lou McKay, Amy McQuaide, Conrad McQuaide, JoAnn Miller,  
June & Roy Moorhead, Steve Morcheid, Sam Musmanno, Harry & Diane Notto, Leanne O’Connor, Ray O’Neil, Terrie O’Neil,  
Thad Overly, Sandy Pajak, Sarah Parrish, Evelyn Pfeffer, Randy Pfeffer, Pam Poremski, Winifred Powers, Reno, Rafael Rincon,  
Steve Roman, Debbie & Larry Seighman, Emma Shirey, Valerie Shondelmeyer, Linda Shoop, Joanne Smith, Dorothy Sottoriva,  
Carol Soule, Mary Jane Staite, Dinah Staymates, Karen Staymates, Steve, Sam Stormer, Mildred Striner, Arlene Switzer,  
Bev & Mario Tagliati, Amy Teele, Tera, Jill Tocco, Tom Ward, Sue Washburn, Linda Wengert, Jayne Wiester, Neale & June Wiester,  
Terry Wiester, Clay Wilabee, John Wildi, Bruce Wise, Kate Wolford.  
Those gripped by addictions and those who serve in the military, Remember to Pray for Our country, and Our world.  

 
The Community of Poke Run Presbyterian Church is a community that knows and lives the POWER OF PRAYER.   
If you would like to be included on the Poke Run Prayer list, or just want to ask for prayer—contact the church office.   
If you want to be on the email Prayer Chain—also contact the office.  
  
It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that many of those 
included on our “Prayer List” are healing and strengthening.  If you placed names on our “Prayer List,” please contact 
the office to update us. Periodically names are removed from the list if the office has not been updated. Contact the 
office to update your prayer concern or to have a name added. 
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FROM THE Poke Run Presbyterian Church Session meeting of June 10, 2019 
NOTE: Session meetings are open to all members of the church.  Complete Session Minutes are available in 
the office for Church member review.  The next Session meeting will be Tuesday, October 8th. 

A quorum was present and, Rev. Peter Goetschius, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and devotions.   

Session Members present: Rev. Peter Goetschius -Moderator, Connie Cauvel - Clerk, Nicole Goodiski - Assistant 

Clerk, Nikki McQuaide, Bob Wilson. Tom Kimble, Brett Stevenson, Laurie Martin Valerie Hansen, Terry Wiester. 

Absent: None 

 

MSC: To approve the Session Minutes of: May 14, 2019, Trustee minutes of:  March 28, 2019,  

Treasurer’s Report: April 30, 2019 

Christian Ed & Youth:  Laurie Martin   

  West Wayside will remain intact as it is a memorial donation. We will return the old  
  Junior/Senior High classroom to a more traditional classroom setting.  

 PINE SPRINGS: Campers begin attending on June 9, Pine Springs Sunday - August  4.   
 VBS:  July 21st-25th  VBS Mission: KAYN – monetary donation, Blackburn Center  
Mission and Stewardship: Bob Wilson   

 Committee is asking us to pray for different ways.  Continuing Mission Challenge.  

Nominating: Nicole Goodiski, Nikki McQuaide  Will meet with Pete May 22, 29. June 2. 

Trustee Representative:  Bob Wilson  - Bob & Linda will review the Church By-laws 

Pastor Pete’s report:  

 Nominating Committee – May 22, 29, June 5, Vacation – May 26, 2019 

Funeral – Mary Leith May 28, 2019, June 2, -  

3 new members, Canise Wright, Bill and Robin Berger, Strawberry Festival – June 8, 2019 

Communion – June 9, 2019 

Ad Hoc Committee 

Fishing Team – Tom Kimble  Working on the website that is dynamic and engaging.  

New Business: 

 MSP:  Electronic vote on June 4, 2019 to approve: Andy Caldwell’s generous offer to put up a "Tee  

   Sign" for Poke Run Church on June 24 at the Westmoreland Country Club during  their Shriner's  

   Hospital Golf Benefit. Andy will pay the $100 fee for the sign. 

 Review of Poke Run Insurance Policies - Doug Ross   

MSP: to approve Guardian Protection Services for a 24/7 Protection Fire Alarm System for the entire church.   

  Installation $8,458 and $90 per month for Monthly Monitoring Fee and Fire Inspection. Trustees hired 

 Animal Protection Services to trap groundhogs in the cemetery, because the deep holes are dangerous. 

 MSP:  To change date of  September wedding to December 14, 2019 

The Poke Run Nominating Committee  continues their work to prepare the slate 
of Elders, Trustees and Deacons for the 2020 year.  Please keep this group and 
those who are called to serve the Poke Run Congregation in your prayers.  And 
thank you for your continued prayers for the current Boards and Committees.  

They resume their meeting schedules this month; watch for ways you can actively support these volunteers . 

Communion is shared during the 8:30am Early Worship service every Sunday morning.   
Additionally, Communion will be celebrated during the following Worship services in 2019: 

October 6th World Communion 11am December 1st—Advent 
               December 24th—Christmas Eve  
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Information provided above is from the website of: 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW—Poke Run Congregational Meeting:   
There will be one worship service at 10am on Sunday, October 20th

 
 –  

On this Sunday there will be only one worship service at 10am with the meeting 
beginning immediately after the service followed by a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please make every effort to attend this meeting of the church.  The Nominating Committee 
will present a slate for the 2020 Boards and the Budget & Finance Committee will present 
the 2020 Budget . 

Great things are happening at Poke Run and through Poke Run, be a part of the mission “…to call the 
people of … surrounding communities to respond to the Good News of God’s saving love in Jesus Christ.”  
as Poke Run  continues to “ ….Bring God’s Word to all people in this place and time.” 

 
Presbyterians celebrate the tradition that grounds their faith on Reformation Sunday. 
It is always the last Sunday in October, marking the occasion in 1517 when Martin 
Luther posted his 95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany.   
This year, Reformation Sunday will be marked on October 27th. 

Sunday evening Bible Study 7pm 
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study  All are welcome, the group meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 10am in the upstairs “Fellowship Area.”   

Tuesday Evening Bible Study—@7pm, on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays of the month—location varies, check the bulletin or 
call the office. 
 

Poke Run Sunday School!! Classes meet each Sunday at 10am. 

FOR THE KIDS   Children’s Class!  
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL   - 2 classes 
   -Meeting in the West Wayside room (on the left at the end of the hall)  
   -  using the David C. Cook series titled “Covenant in God” 
  - Meeting in the Session room (on the right at the end of the hall) - soon starting the  
  Max Lucado series, Anxious for Nothing 

 
Join in the fellowship area for refreshment and conversation between the early service and Sunday 
School.  
 
FREE—in the Narthex: copies of the two publications, 
The Upper Room - daily devotional, and Today’s Christian Living - magazine 
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The Poke Run Deacons  - Our Deacons spend time caring for our 

Poke Run Community and beyond.  Please keep the Board of Deacons in 
your prayers as they minister God’s love. If you are aware of someone who 
might benefit from the care of our Deacons, or a visit or call from  
Pastor Pete, do not hesitate to contact the Church Office.  

Thank you Deacons for all that you do. 
 
From the Deacon Meeting Minutes: May 6, 2019 
Present: Nancy Kimble, Nancy Dombroske, Shyrl Stange, Sandy Ballas, Ruth O’Connor, Diane Scott ,  
Shelly Chappell-Vaia, Cindy Brooks, Meghan Goodiski and Tammy Kelly  
Absent: Barbi Findley  
 
Diane opened with prayer. 
MSC—minutes from April meeting. 
MSC—Treasurer’s Report—Balance: $1,653.21 
OLD BUSINESS:  Strawberry Festival Date Change Approved by Session June 8, 2019 
   Special Friends 
   College Boxes 
   7 Easter Food Baskets were Distributed 
NEW BUSINESS:  Completed Strawberry Festival planning. 
   Other Donations 
Closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Sand Ballas, Secretary 

From the Poke Run Office  
Office Hours at the Church  9:30am—2:30pm most days.   
Never hesitate to contact Pastor Pete 724-454-2278.    
Next Ranger Deadline: October 28th  
 
►A 2019 Phone Directory (yellow cover) is available in the Narthex – please let the 

office know of any corrections or updates to your contact information.  
 
The “FIRST FRUITS”  offering is Poke Run’s commitment to the larger 

church.  Please consider an offering beyond your local giving, of $42.50 per 
member.  Less than $300 remains to reach our pledge. 
 
 
Legacy Giving: Did you know you 
can help take care of your church 
after you die? Remember to give to 
Poke Run Presbyterian Church in 
your estate planning. 

 

Are you interested in providing or dedicating Sanctuary flowers for our Sunday 
Worship?  A calendar is located in the Narthex of the church.  You can provide your 
own, or order two altar arrangements at a cost of $44.00.   
Call the office if you have any questions. 724-327-5563 
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Circle 2  

Church Rummage Sale 

Saturday, October 19th 8am to Noon 

Friday Night Pre-Sale: October 18th– 6-8pm, $5 admission 

 
Donations for the Rummage Sale will be received Monday through Friday, October 14-18, 10am-4pm and  
6-8pm. – if you cannot make these hours, call the office.  724-327-5563 
 
ABSOLUTELY NO LARGE APPLIANCES, LARGE EXERCISE EQUIPMENT, COMPUTERS, 
ELECTRONICS OR TELEVISIONS PLEASE—these do not sell and we are unable to get rid of them 
without a cost. THANK YOU 
 
If you need 

Presbyterian Women NEWS 

Poke Run Presbyterian Women PW 
Circle 2:  will meet on October 17th  - 7pm— at the Church—Hostess Sandy Chappell  
and the leader will be Laurie Martin 
ALL ARE WELCOME—COME AND BRING A FRIEND! 

You can find Poke Run Presbyterian Church on Facebook! - featuring the “Daily Verse” 
Find us on Instagram     @poke_run_church 
 
And on Twitter!  @PokeRun1 
 
 
Poke Run’s email address:     pokerun@graced.comcastbiz.net 
 
Poke Run web site is www.pokerunchurch.com 
 
And we are in the process of updating our Website 
  —PUTTING OUR BEST ELECTRONIC PRESENCE OUT THERE! 
If you have ideas about our website—contact someone on our “Technology Committee”  
 
Brett Stevenson   Doug Ross  Connie Cauvel  Linda Chicka 
Amy Wilkinson Laurie Martin  Pastor Pete   Bob Wilson  
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Poke Run is an active supporter of the Kiski Area Youth Network—KAYN 

THE POKE RUN TRUSTEES   

Thank you to everyone who came out for the September “Work Day” - 
truly ...many hands make light work.!   
Watch for more opportunities to help our Trustees. 

Put Saturday November 2nd on your calendar! 
Ice Cream Social benefitting 
 the Poke Run Pine Springs Campership Fund 
 

WATCH FOR DETAILS! 

1 Timothy 2: 1-2 (New Living Translation) 
“2  1I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. 
Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, 
and give thanks for them. 

2 
Pray this way for 

kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet 
lives marked by godliness and dignity.” 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
“Soup for the Soul” resumes in October.  Every second Wednesday of the month, 
October through May—plan to come this season and certainly plan to bring a friend! 
October 9th    January 8th   April 8th 
November 13th   February  12th   May 13th 
December 11th  March 11th 
 

Next Soup: Wednesday, October 9th, doors open at 11:30am, Soup is ON at noon. 
October—Beef Vegetable 
 
A FREE lunch with a SOULFUL message.  Many people in our surrounding community come for the 
fellowship, good food and Pastor Pete’s message. Please consider coming out this year, either as a volunteer 
or just for lunch—YOU will be an example of the Poke Run congregation to all who God leads here.   

“Meeting YOU” might just be the reason someone decides to come to Sunday worship.  
 
Help is needed and ALWAYS appreciated—come help chop vegetables, make soup or sandwich fillings, 
donate ingredients, help with set-up or clean-up— contact Laurie Martin or Sheree Wagner if you can help. 
And if you are ever able to donate a dessert—just contact Amy in the office.—Much appreciated! 
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       HAPPENING IN OUR PRESBYTERY 
Oct 4-5 Pine Springs—Women in the Woods 
Oct 5—Parking Lot Sale, Delmont Presby (see p.9) 
Oct 19 PW Fall Gathering, Bethel Presby, New Florence 
Oct 25-27 Pine Springs Camp—”The BIG ONE” grades 6-12 
Oct 27—Open mic Gospel Night—Delmont Presbyterian 

       HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Weekends through October 20 Autumnfest at Seven Springs! 
Oct 5-6 Delmont “Apple Fest” 
Oct 11-13—Fort Ligonier Days 
Oct 31—Washington Twp Trick-or-Treating 6-8pm 
 
Farmer’s Markets: 
Tuesdays—3-6pm, Greensburg—Lynch Field April—November 
Thursdays—3-5pm , Vandergrift—Columbia Avenue June—October 
Saturdays—8-noon, Ligonier  May—October 
Saturdays—9-noon, Monroeville—Community Park  March—November 
Saturdays—9am –1pm Delmont PA 
Saturdays—10am-2pm Lower Burrell City Hall 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

If you have appropriate News to share in the Ranger—please submit it to the 
office.  The next Ranger deadline is October 24th .  The Office can use emailed 
photos from cameras or cell phones.   
We’d love to include more pictures from church functions & church people! 

Bill Caldwell (88!) and Canise Wright , 
here pictured with Andy Caldwell, 
celebrated their birthdays at Townsend Park 
in Murrysville. 

Freda Bowman, Cindy McQuaide and 
Nikki McQuaide, at an early BEACH 
celebration of Cindy’s retirement. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Sunday school teacher was 

discussing the Ten 
Commandments with her five and 
six year olds. After explaining the 

commandment to ‘Honor thy 
father and thy mother,’ she 

asked, ‘Is there a commandment 
that teaches us how to treat our 
brothers and sisters?’ Without 
missing a beat, one little boy 

answered, ‘Thou shall not kill!’ 
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Gearhard Farms 
presents: 

   20th annual Corn 
Maze    

This year's Corn Maze is 
open through the last 

weekend of October. 

Www.gearhardfarms.com for more info 

The McQuaide grandchildren celebrated 
Pappy’s (Jim McQuaide) 2019 trophy for 
“Supreme Champion Dairy Cow” of the 
Westmoreland County Fair.  Pictured left 
to right are Collins Wright, Monroe 
Wright and Hendrix Kucenic (pictured 
WITH the trophy!) 

Larry & Debbie Seighman shared the above photo of 
the wedding of Bonny Seighman and Seth Grills. 
Held at Heinz Chapel in Oakland, PA. 

P A G E  1 0  



October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
10am Bible 
Study 
7PM Bible 
Study 

7pm  
Budg & Fin 

2 
7pm Mission & 
Stewardship 
 
Choirs 

3 
7pm Fishing 
Team 
 

4 5 

6World  

Communion 
 

8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am SunSch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

7 
7pm  
Deacons 

 
 
 

8 
10am Bible 
Study 

7pm  
Session 
 

9 
noon “Soup  
for the Soul” 
 
Choirs 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am SunSch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

14 15 
10am Bible 
Study 
7pm Bible 
Study 

 
 

16 
 
Choirs 

17 
Circle 2 
 

 

 

18 
Rummage 
PRE-Sale 
6-8pm 
 

19 
Rummage 
Sale 
8am-noon 
 

20 
Congregation 
Meeting 
LUNCHEON 
10am 
Worship 
7pm Bible 
Study 

21 22 
10am Bible 
Study 

23 
 
 
Choirs 

24 
7pm  
Trustees 
 

25 26 

27 
REFORMATION 
 

8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am SunSch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

28 
7pm  
Christian 
Ed 

29 
10am Bible 
Study 

30 
 
Choirs 

31   

Ushers in October:  Congregational Life 
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Poke Run Annual Congregational 
Meeting—Sunday, October 20th. 
 
ONE 10am service. 
 
Luncheon following the 
meeting! - All are 
welcome to lunch! 

Poke Run Presbyterian Church 
1091 Poke Run Church Road 
Apollo, PA 15613 
Phone: 724-327-5563 
E-mail: pokerun@graced.comcastbiz.net 

Pastor 
Rev. Peter M. Goetschius 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Amy Wilkinson 
Financial Administrator 

Shyrl Stange 
Choir & Musical Director 

Sean O’Neil 
Early Service Musical Director 

Linda Moorhead 
Cemetery Administrator 

Tom Kimble 
 

Poke Run Board of Trustees, President 
Doug Ross 

Poke Run Board of Deacons, Moderator 
Ruth O’Connor 

Clerk Of Session 
Connie Cauvel 

 

 

Sundays:  8:30am  Worship Service,  
  11am Worship Service 
Sunday School at 10am Kids & Adults 
 
WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS—9:30am-2:30pm 
 


