Poke Run Presbyterian Church

I will open with a quote from Brene Brown. It may
well be that she sums up all I will say in wisdom we
can understand and use in our daily lives.

“Don’t try to win over the haters. You are not a
Jjackass whisperer.”

This is one of those mornings when I woke up en-
ergized and alert just before SAM. I have no idea
why I feel so particularly good today. Perhaps it is
because I ate no carbohydrates yesterday. More like-
ly it is one of those rare gifts of grace that God be-
stows upon us from time to time. What is odd is that
with all this energy, I have no particular sense that I
ought to be doing anything. Maybe that is part of the
gift. This is a good time to ponder the workings of
the Universe or some other mystery of life.

Speaking of Universe and mystery, the philosopher
Charles Taylor has written a large, very large actual-
ly, volume that he titled, A Secular Age. I have not
read all of it, and I may never read all of it. What I
have read intrigues me. Taylor traces what he be-
lieves are the social and religious forces that brought
our western world to where it is today. He does not
think that we just made a big jump, say from the
1960’s to our now seemingly chaotic time. He feels
that it all began in the 1500’s with the Protestant
Reformation. This means it took us 500 hundred
years to get here. Perhaps, in another five hundred
years we may know for sure.

What most catches my attention though is his argu-
ment that we see our world in entirely different ways
from the people who lived in past times. People liv-_
ing in earlier ages believed that the Cosmos, not the
Universe as we know it, was quite small and limited.
The spiritual forces in which they believed, demons,
goblins, gods and God, existed right along with them
and sometimes lived within them. It was, in a sense,
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as if one lived inside a great dome with everything
kind of smashed together. What one person did in
this system impacted everyone else in the system.

Now, we know, due to the Hubble telescope, just
how huge the universe is. We also know that there is
a pretty significant slice of the universe that we can-
not yet see because the light from it has not arrived
yet. This means that we have nothing but guesses
about what may be out there. We current moderns
live not in a closed cosmos but in an open universe
that is expanding. And, it is colossal, huge beyond
what we can even think. Demons, ghosts, and hob-
goblins exist, if we believe in them at all, outside of
us and completely separate from us. Oddly, in this
massive open universe, we believe that everything
exists within our heads, in our thoughts, in our
minds, which means that our brains control every-
thing. What is real is what we know and believe and
is a function of our brain. In our world we are all
isolated from each other.

Here’s the rub. All our religions emerged when
people believed in a limited closed universe. Our
Bible, along with the Koran, the Vedas, the great
Buddhist writings, and all the rest of our major reli-
gious books, come from ancient times. This makes
them often seem very strange to us. There is one
thing however that sets the Bible apart. I agree with
the theologian John Webster. In the Bible we have
the writings that God set apart to tell us who God is
and how God acts and has acted in the world for our
redemption. This makes the Bible a book for all
times. Its writings reveal to us God as Jesus Christ,
God in, with, and among us. They show us a unique
way of life. They tell us that we are called into this
life to be a blessing to this world in this time and in
this place. To be salt and light, even to the
“jackasses.” That — is quite a challenge.

Now, back to reading Charles Taylor, or just
watching the snow fall, or in the universe as we
know it, where snow doesn’t fall, gravity pulls it to-
wards the earth. I can give you the mathematical for-
mula if you wish. There is no up to fall from, except
as we define it. No god hurls lightening bolts; it’s all
about electrical forces ... rather bland is it not. May-
be, even in this universe, we are
called to be “jackass whisperers.”

For God so loved the world ...
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THANK YOU—
TO EVERYONE WHO PRAYED FOR, CONTRIBUTED TO OR ATTENDED THE
HEALING SERVICE FOR VETERANS. PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THESE

MEN AND WOMEN.

Thank you to our January Lectors:
Lizzy Wilkinson, Shyrl Stange, Cliff Dupill, and Heidi Hileman

Thank you to our January Greeters:
John & Sheree Wagner, Irma McDivitt, Ruth O’Connor, Cindy Brooks,
Ron, Heidi, Logan and Evan Hileman, and Tim and Connor Martin.

For our prayers:

Thelma McCutcheon, Conrad McQuaide, Clifford & Karen Lightner, Irene Clark, Irma McDivitt,
James & Winifred Powers, Carolyn Buckley, Steve Morcheid, Robin and Aaron, Grace Young,

Amy McQuaide, Bob Bierer, Lil Bowman, Pat Lengauer, Norm Linhart, Joanne Fitzsimmons,

Leland & Berenice Jones, Jean Campbell, Helen Grayem, Sandy Nemetz, Anna Mae Chicka,

Lee & Linda Gardener, Terry Wiester, Bill Bert, Brian Orlic, Skip Elwood, Donna Blaser,

Wanda Petrilla, Renee Beck, Amy Kroner, Elvira, Thad Overly, Max Brooks, Leonard Hartman,
Marjorie Kaiser, Glenn Ross, Linda Steele, Andrew Morris, Dolly &Ken George, Lyndsey Coulter,
Cheryl Krulac, Tiffany Jensen, Craig Thompson, Allsion Grundy, Theresa Barnhart, those gripped by
addictions, and those who serve in the military.

Please keep the Dunmire and Bruce families in your prayers. Jim and Emma’s son-in-law Don Shirey
passed away on January Sth.

Please keep Brian & Nancy Dombroske, and Meghan and Nicole Goodiski in your prayers. Brian’s
father, Joseph H. Dombroske passed away on January 6th.

It is a privilege to lift up those we care about in continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that many
of those included on our “Prayer List” are healing and strengthening. If you placed names on our “Prayer
List,” please contact the office to update us.

Occasionally names are removed from the prayer list when the office has not been updated, if you see one

removed that should remain, please contact the office.

| With Joy we announce the birth of Ezekiel William Richie, born to
Kaitlin “"George” & Jacob Richie on January 26"
Proud grandparents are Ken & Dolly George.
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List” and you will hear
An angel whispering near
“God takes care of all.”
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Ash Wednesday Service. Wednesday, February 18th
Poke Run will have an Ash Wednesday worship service
beginning at 7:30pm.

Come and prepare the season of Lent.
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From the Poke Run Office ‘ L |
The annual Poke Run Audit was held. Thank you to all Auditors and Treasurers for providing the
information needed and making time to attend the audit. The “Annual Report” is being assembled and

£ will be avallable by the end o bebruary. ~

J,
=+

Gwmg statements were maﬂed during the last week of January. If you did not receive yours or you
have questlons regar dmg the mformatmn provxded please call Amy Wllklnson at the Poke Run Ofﬁce

724 327- 5563

“GIVING ENVELOPES” for 2015 are now available in the Narthex. Using the “Giving Envelopes”
greatly helps Shyrl and Amy process the weekly offering; thank you for using them. If you have given on
a regular basis during 2014 a box was labeled for you. If you do not find one labeled for you, please feel
free to take a blank box to use.

If you need help getting your box of envelopes, please contact the Church Office.

In preparation for the 2015 Directory, Information Needed

Please notify the church office if you have had any name changes,
address changes, a change in your phone number or a change

in your email address. You may call the office at 724-327-5563

or email your information to pokerun@windstream.net  Thank you.

If you need information regarding using the Fellowship Hall, borrowing church tables (and a
ery limited number of chairs), Calendar information, cemetery information, the Communion
chedule, etc.—check the bulletin boards in the Church office, or give Amy a call.

or flower placement in the sanctuary, Sign up on the flower chart and email or calll
the church office with your announcement. Flower charges are: 2 arrangements cost of $40.00 plus
and $4.00 delivery fee (Total $44.00) 1 arrangement cost 20.00 plus a $4.00 delivery fee. (Total
$24.00) The flowers will be a mixture of mums and carnations for this price. If you want other flowers the
price will be more. Flowers will be ordered from Jones’ Floral & Gifts, 1560 Route 66, Greensburg, PA
15601 by the church secretary. Make your checks payable to Poke Run Church; please note on the
bottom of you check for flowers, and the date you have chosen. Any question, please call 724-327-
5563 and speak to the church secretary. Thank you.

If you are providing your own flowers please let the office know the Monday prior.




PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

Circle 2: will be meeting on Thursday, February 19, at 7pm.
The hostess will be Amy Wilkinson and the leader will be Cindy McQuaide.

The next PW meeting will be on Tuesday. March 3,‘2015~——Pu‘t it on ydur calendar.

Circles should prov1de information for the “PW Program” to Amy in the office by the end of

PLEASE SAVE YOUR EMPTY TOILET PAPER ROLLS
.. for a special project for TGIF—our Good Friday
chlldrens event. A collection box has been provided

GHBIST!AN EIIlIBATIl)N in the Narthex! WE NEED LOTSHI

Westmoreland
County
Food Bank, Inc.

Poke Run will be volunteering at the Westmoreland County Foodbank on Saturday, February 21st,
8:30am — 11:30am. Volunteers must be at least 14 years old. If you would like more information, to
volunteer, or need transportation — call or text Linda Chicka at 724-422-3688 or

email to Jgchicka@gmail.com .

Join Mission & Stewardship on Friday, February 6th starting at 6:15pm—to decorate “Valentine’s
Day” pretzels with the kids from Adelphoi House.
The pretzels will be delivered to Poke Run shut-ins.

PHOTOS WANTED!!!!
You can find Poke Run Presbyterian Church on Facebook! - The Office can use emailed
featuring the “Daily Verse” photos from cameras or cell
Poke Run’s email address: pokerun@windstream.net phones. We’d love

to include more
pics from church
functions.

Poke Run web site is www.pokerunchurch.com




From the Session minutes of December 9, 2014
Combined Meeting of the Boards

The annual meeting of the combined boards and Session met in Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 PM. We shared a
delicious meal prepared by Cindy McQuaide. A quorum was present and, Rev. Peter Goetschius, Modera-
tor, opened the meeting with prayer and devotions.

Elders present: Rev. Peter Goetschius - Moderator, Connie Cauvel - Clerk, Chad McCutcheon — Assist.
Clerk, Sandy Chappell, Ron Hileman, Cindy McQuaide, Linda Chicka, Meri Slaugenhaupt

Elders excused: Tim Martin, Bob Thompson, Josh Porterfield

Decans Present: Jan Fitzgerald, Nikki McQuaide, Deborah Ross, Diane Scott, Logan Hileman

Trustee Present: Dave Wilkinson, Walt Lange, Bob Wilson, Andy Bantroch, Rick Slaugenhaupt

Guests: Jeff Wilkinson

Staff: Amy Wilkinson

Discussion: We have raised over $30,000 for Road fund. The Trustees estimate we will need
approximately $110,000 to do the whole driveway. Plans to move forward with road repair hopefully
this year. Bob Wilson reported we are experiencing water damage and need drains for the downspouts
and also a catch basin.

Jan Fitzgerald asked for financial help to fund the Deacons Christmas Baskets.

MSC: To approve the Session Minutes of November 11, 2014
MSC: To accept the Deacon Minutes of November 3, 2014

Correspondence: Thank you notes from: Donna Blaser & Lil Bowman
Treasurer’s Report — Giving continues to be generous and faithful. MSC

Committee Reports:

Christian ED — Sandy Chappell & Erin Bruce

Sandy talked to Debbie Seighman and she will substitute for Erin when needed.

Linda will go to workshop in Jan or Feb. to choose Bible School Program for July 26-30.

Mission and Stewardship. Linda Chicka

Dates for 2015 food bank have been set. Still considering travel to Virginia to help with firewood. Adelphi
kids helped with Santa’s Breakfast — their help was much needed truly a Godsend.

Personnel: Bob Thompson

Pastor Pete’s report: December

Soup for the Soul has grown from 12 to 60. Consider asking Washington township police, fire and ambu-
lance First Responders. Soup for the Soul — November 12. Presbytery @ Level Green — November 18,
Thanksgiving Service — November 25. Santa’s Breakfast - December 6. Communion 11/23, 11/30

Old Business:
Consider adding to our signs at each end of Poke Run road: Christmas Eve Services , Lenten Service,

Maundy Thursday Thanksgiving Service.

New Business:
MSC: Healing Service for Veterans Saturday January 31 at 6 PM.

Thanks to Josh Porterfield for his service on Session.

Session meetings are open to all members of the church. In addition, complete Session Meeting
minutes are available for review— call the Church office if you have any questions.




POKE RUN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Boards, Gommitiees and 0fficers 2015

{* indicates second consecntive term}

i

CON:

Tim Martin (17 Nancy Kimnble (17) Walt Lange {(17)*
Meri Slaugenhaupt (17y* Diane Scott {17) Andy Bantroch {17}
Linda Moorhead (173} Carol Thompson (17) Bt Fazi (17}
Linda Chicka (16)* Jan Fitzgerald (16)* co-modezator Robest Fitzgerald (16)* Sec
Chad McCutcheon (16) asst olk Tammy Kelley (16) Jim Moothead (16)*
Cindy McQuaide (16)* Mario Tagliatz (16} Rick Slamgenhaunpt (16) V. Pres.
Sandy Chappell (15} Sheree Wagner (16Y%, teasuzer Vince Goodiskd (15yF
Ren Hileman (15) Enn Bruce (15) Drave Wilkinson (157*
Bob Thompson (15)* Nikki McQuaide (15} coamoderstor Robert Wilson (15) fres.
Connor Martin (15 (Youth) Debora Ross (13) Session {(Ron Hileman)
Connie Cavvel Clerk Logan Hileman (13} Youth)
SCOUT COORDINATOR

BUDGET & FINANCE NOMINATING Cal McCuicheon
Session{Tim Martin) Ca Session{ )
Deacons (Cindy Brooks ) Deacons () HABITAT
Trustees {Bob Fitzgerald) Trustees { ) Lanrie Powers
Valerte Hansen Albert Moorhead
Bobby Thompson Miriam Pasnter MISSION & STEWARDSHIP
Doug Ross Doug Ross Session {Linda Chicka) ca
Ay Wilkinson (staff) Deb Serghman Session {Meri Slaugenhaupt)

Jeff Willinson Walt Lange
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE Meri Slaugeahanpt
Session {Connie Cauvel) ca CHRISTTAN ED Mario Tagliatt
Freda Bowman Session {Sandy Chappell) Robert Wilson
Walt Lange Enn Bruce
Shvrl Stange Linda Chicka ATUDITORS
Karen Stavimates Lamsie Martin Heidi Hifeman (18)
Bob Wilson Bob Wilson Jan Fitzgerald (17}
Eleanor Zerbint Rick Slaugenhaupt (16)
Jack Zerbini SEXTON fvolunteers) Tammy Kelley (15}

Jim Moothead
PERSONNEL Bob Wilson E.W, OFFICERS
Session(landa Moothead) Walt Lange Laurie Martin Modesstor
Session (Bob Thompson) Amy Wilktnson, V. Moderstor
Doug Ross, ¢a TECENOLOGCY COMMITIEE Linda Chicka, Treasorer
Freda Bowman Session {Chad McCutcheon) Ch Eleanor Zerbini | Secstary
Lanrie Martin Connie Canvel
Cindy McQuaide Linda Chicka ITREASURER

Rev. Pete Goetsclius Aoy Wikkinzon

Taure Martin

Ammy Wilkenson FINANCIATL ADMIN,

Bob Wilson Shyil Stange

Please notify the Poke Ram {Hfice of any comrections or additions.

Consider volunteering your time and talents to these groups and certainly

please keep all Poke Run Boards and Committees in your prayers.
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Deacon Meeting December 1, 2014

Deacon Minutes for December 1, 2014

Present: Pastor Pete Goetschius, Jan Fitzgerald, Logan Hileman, Karen Staymates, Tammy Kelley,

Sheree Wagner, Debbie Seighman, Nancy Kimble, Nikki McQuaide

Absent: Cindy Brooks, Deb Ross, Mario Tagliati, Diane Scott, Carol Thompson
> Treasurer’s Report: Balance from November $1,871.63

Balance from December 1, 2014 $543.49

« Ask Session to give money from the discretionary fund for Christmas food baskets, also ask Mission and
Stewardship

« Flowers > Small ones will be here by Saturday, December 6, 2014 for our shut ins

+ We need to buy candles for Christmas Eve service. See if the church office supply fund.

« Food baskets- Christmas food baskets- Shopping at the Walmart on December 19th at 6:00; Pick up will be
December 20th at 9:00 am; Walmart will be notified.

« Deacons are in charge of offering and communion for both Christmas Eve services.

« Start thinking about selecting officers for 2015

+ Closed in prayer at the end of the meeting

> Respectfully Submitted by: Nicole McQuaide

The photo below, and the thank you's that follow were received by the Deacons from the group
that received the packaged Christmas cookies from Poke Run.

Nuclear Field “A” School
Enlisted Class 1439-A
September 26, 2014
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HAPPENING IN QUR PRESBYTERY
Feb. 20-22—1IJr. Hi Retreat at Pine Springs Camp

PINE SPRINGS CAMP “SUMMER 2015”
Information pamphlets are available in th church office. Poke Run continues its pledge to send all campers to
Pine Springs at no cost—call the office if you are interested.

REDSTONE PRESBYTERY OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
ON FEBRUARY 16TH

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY

Feb 14th—Delmont Lion’s Club “Pancake Breakfast” -
SEE FLYER TO RIGHT

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

All you can eat pancakes, sausage & eggs

Saturday, February 14th
7:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Faith United Methodist Church

Cool Down for Warmth
Cindy McQuaide and Deb Delfavero (friend of Poke
Run) participated in Cool Down for Warmth fundraiser
on a cold winter’s day in January. Dollar Energy Fund _ Aduits: $7.00

(Cindy’s employer) hosted the 2 day event which was Children (under 12): $3.00
created to benefit households in need of help with heat- Take your valentine ¥o breakfast!
related utility bills. Community members and local Tickets available at the door or in advance
business leaders volunteered to stay in a house made of from Lions Club members.
ice until they met a fundraising goal.

“DEF’s hope was that Cool Down for Warmth would
draw attention to the thousands of families in our region
who are at risk of losing their heat-related utility services
during these cold months.”

The 10’ x 10’ ice block house (furnished with an ice
chair and love seat) was constructed next to The Rink at
PPG Place. The dynamic duo ‘resided’ in the ice house
for 30 minutes on a 22 degree




Meet- 2015 Presbytery Lea;ﬁemmp

Moderator-
Glenn Hart

Vice Moderator-
Pete Goetschius

As a CRE, Glenn currently serves
the Harmony and Sewickley Unit-
ed churches.

Raised in Youngwood First, his
faith was confirmed through
youth group experiences, Billy
Graham and PSC.

Glenn is committed to serving in
Redstone Presbytery because our
service to God should not be lim-
ited to just our local congregation.

His hope for the upcoming year
(2015) is that we would embody
the servanthood of Christ to one
another, sharing the good news
with a hurting world and allowing
the Holy Spirit to guide our deci-
sions.

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life. (John
3:16)

Serving as TE of Poke Run, Pete
grew up the son of a PC(USA) min-
ister and the grandson of an Inde-
pendent Baptist pastor. His faith
in Jesus Christ grew while standing
the tests of difference. It was dur-
ing a time of reflection while serv-
ing in Viet Nam, the reality of
God’s grace in his life and what it
meant was confirmed.

Pete believes that our faith is not
something private or reduced to a
set of beliefs, but a life that displays
the truth of Christ and brings heal-
ing to those who are hurting.

Although “blindsided” by the re-
quest to become Vice Moderator,
he attributes it to God’s whimsical
way of nudging him a new direc-
tion.

Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing |
do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.(Philippians 3:13-14)

Pastor Pete was installed as the Vice
Moderator of Redstone Presbytery at
the Presbytery meeting on January
20, 2015.

New Members Class—
Pastor Pete is putting together a class for anyone interested in joining the

Poke Run congregation. If you would like to join or want more

information, see Pastor Pete or contact the Church Office. 724-327-5563

New
Member
Cl




A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God
lived, so he packed his suitcase with a bag of potato chips and a six-pack of
rootbeer, and started his journey.

When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old man. He was sitfing
in the Park, just staring at some pigeons. The boy sat down next to him and
opened his suitcase. He was about to take a drink from his rootbeer when
he noticed that the old man looked hungry, so he offered him some chips.
He gratefully accepted and smiled at him. ;

His smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered
him a rootbeer. Again, he smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling
but they never said a word.

As twilight approached, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave; but before he had gone more
than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to the old man, and gave him a hug. He gave him his biggest smile
ever.

When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mom was surprised by the look of joy
on his face. She asked him, "What did you do today that made ou so happy?" He replied, "I had lunch with God."
But before his mom could respond he added, “You know what? He's got the most beautiful smile I've ever seen.”

Meanwhile the old man, also radiant with joy, returned to his own home. His son, stunned by the look of peace
on his face, asked him "Dad, what did you do today that made you so happy?”

He replied, "I ate potato chips in the park with God.” However, before his son responded, he added, "He's
much younger than I expected.”

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment,
or the smallest act of caring; all of which have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for
a reason, a season, or a lifetimel” Embrace all equally!
submitted on Poke Run email
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