
     What wonderful days. We have been blessed with few of them lately. Days that are 
sunny, when the humidity is low and the temperature is perfect. These days make us feel 
like getting outside, working, cutting grass, taking a walk or going for a run, or maybe just 
sitting in the sunshine. Perhaps we do not feel like doing anything at all, and don’t. Now 
suppose on one of these days God is so rude as to interrupt your perfect day with a 
request. Not a normal request, like be nice to your brother, but something like “Moses, I 
want you to return to Egypt and lead your people to freedom.” What would you do if you 
received one of those God sized requests that seem impossible? It may even be that God 
will tell you what he asks is impossible and people will not listen to you and you will be 
mostly a failure as he did Ezekiel. Now what? 
     Let’s look at Moses. Remember, he is on the run for murder. That adds to the 
strangeness of the whole story – why would God choose someone like that. Moses is 
wandering about in the desert when he sees a “burning bush,” clearly an aberration of 
sunlight and shadow modern skeptics claim. Maybe so, who can challenge how God 
works. It does its job and incites Moses curiosity enough to investigate. It gets odder. 
Moses hears a voice coming from the flames that do not burn. God basically says to 
Moses, “Go back to Egypt and free my people. There’s a lot more to the story but we are 
interested in Moses first response. “Not me,” followed by a litany of excuses. God gets a 
little huffy with Moses and he finally does return. What is interesting for us is that Moses, 
who is later claimed to be one of the great heroes of the Bible, is at first very reticent about 
this God thing and refuses God’s request. It takes more than a little prodding to get him on 
board. 
     Do the prophets fare any better. Not really. Jonah at first runs as far away as he can 
get. “Go to Nineveh, preach to them” God states. “No,” is Jonah’s adamant reply. He hops 
on a ship and ends up in the belly of a great fish wishing he had had better judgment. Like 
Moses he must be persuaded to do God’s will. We might feel a little better about this if we 
understood that Nineveh was the capital of the nation on the verge of destroying Israel. 
But still, God is God and will do what God will do. Who are we to challenge God? Might I 
remind you that we do it all the time. What about Jeremiah? When called upon by God, 
like Moses, he has his excuses. Throughout his time as a prophet he indulges in one long 
jeremiad – a jeremiad is a long mournful complaint, lamentation, or list of woes, we can 
see where it gets its definition – after another. In fact he is known as the weeping prophet. 
Isaiah at first brush seems better but remember what it took to get him there. He was 
transported into the throne room of God with visions of angels, he heard and experienced 
thunder that shook the foundations of reality, and had a burning coal placed on his lips. 
Then he said, “I will go.” 
     Did anybody get it right? I believe so. We have an example in one young girl named 
Mary who became the mother of Jesus. Like so many others an angel interrupted her day 
with a preposterous announcement. The angel claims that she will “conceive in her womb 
and bear a son.” Mary intuits that this means quite soon. Mary knows as we say the facts 
of life and that this is impossible, not to mention dangerous, shameful, and that this will 
wreck her wedding plans and probably her whole life. One word tells us everything we 
need to know about how to answer God and God’s inopportune injections into our lives. 
That word is “How.” “How will this be?” It is not “This is impossible, I do not want to do this. 
How can this possibly be” as a dodge, but “How will God do this?” It is a statement of faith. 
“Tell me how this will come about.” This is the question Moses should have asked, “How 
will the people of Egypt be freed? How will I do what you ask?” It is the question the 
prophets should have asked, “How will I deliver the message you give me?” It is the right 
question. It is the question we should ask.  
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Thank you to our October Greeters: Tom & Nancy Kimble,  
Ron & Carole Bowman, Brian & Nancy Dombroske, Bob & Darlene Thompson, 
Edyth Elwood and Freda Bowman 
Thank you to our October Lectors: Cindy McQuaide, Doug Ross,  
Chad McCutcheon, and Summer Mazur  
 

REMEMBER: Poke Run is the local polling place known as 
Oakland Crossings.  Fellowship Hall will be OFF LIMITS unless 
you are voting on Election Day, November 7, 2017. 

For our prayers 
Ang, Scott Ankney, BABY, Ed Bahney, Abbey Ballas, Renee Bates, Kelly Bell,  
Ronda Bertelle, Lil Bowman, Sarah Brank, John Britz, Max Brooks, Ralph Brown,  
Carolyn Buckley, Caileigh Chappell, Irene Clark, Jim Dunmire, Sara Dyer,  
Shirley Elwood, Jean Fanelli, Jan Fitzgerald, Elmer Foley, Laurel Frey,  
Lee & Linda Gardener, Nancy Gearhard, Marnee Gormley, Sylvan Gormley, 
Helen Grayem, Allison Grundy, Alex Hansen, Frank Hansen, Trevor Hawk, 

Janine Hayle, Joyce Hodges, Leland & Berenice Jones, Marjorie Kaiser, Iris Kiebler, Kim, Rhett LaRue 
and the LaRue family, Allison Lengauer Jordan, Pat Lengauer, Tammy Libengood, Cliff Lightner,  
Norm Linhart, John Mango, Irma McDivitt, Mary Lou McKay, Conrad McQuaide, Amy McQuaide,  
JoAnn Miller, June & Roy Moorhead, Steve Morcheid, Sam Musmanno, Sandy Nemetz, Carol O’Malley, 
Thad Overly, Sarah Parrish, Evelyn Pfeffer, Randy Pfeffer, Winifred Powers, Reno, Rafael Rincon,  
Terri Robinson, Steve Roman, Larry Seighman, Joanne Smith, Dave Speer, JD Stait, Mary Jane Stait, 
Dinah Staymates, Steiner,Mildred Striner, Kenny Swank, Arlene Switzer, Bev & Mario Tagliati,   
Amy Teele, Craig Thompson, Jill Tocco, Terry Wiester, Clay Wilabee, Wolford, Peter Yurtin, those 
gripped by addictions, and those who serve in the military. 
 
Occasionally names are removed from the prayer list when the office has not been updated, if you see 
one removed that should remain, please contact the office.  It is a privilege to lift up those we care about 
in continued prayer and Poke Run Church rejoices that many of those included on our “Prayer List” are 
healing and strengthening.  If you placed names on our “Prayer List,” please contact the office to 

update us. 

 

Invite someone to Thanksgiving Worship! 

Tuesday, November 21st 7:30pm 

Sunday Worship: 8:30am and 11am  Sundays 7pm Bible Study 
Sunday School: 10am adults & kids  Tuesdays 10am Women’s Bible Study 
 
Like us on Facebook featuring the Daily Verse 
Check out our website: www.pokerunchurch.com 
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From the Scheduled Session Meeting of September 12, 2017  
The stated meeting of the Session met in the Sunday school rooms.  A quorum was present and, Rev. Peter Goetschius, 

Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and devotions.  

 

Session Members present: Rev. Peter Goetschius, Connie Cauvel -Moderator, Assistant Clerk – Chad McCutcheon, Tim 

Martin, Sandy Chappell, , Linda Moorhead, Ron Hileman, Tom Kimble, Nikki McQuaide, Logan Hileman  

Excused:  Meri Slaugenhaupt,   

MSC: To approve the Session Minutes of: June 13, 2017 

  MSC: To accept the Deacon Minutes of: May 1, 2017 

MSC: To accept the Trustee minutes of: June 22, 2017 

MSC: To: accept Treasurer’s Report – August 31, 2017 

 

Correspondence: Post card from Committee on Ministry and 2 letters from Skip Noftzger. One thanking us for our sup-

port and another asking for additional funds for the Presbytery.  Also received a card from Committee on Ministry letting 

us know that we are in their prayers.   Letters were shared with each Session member to read. 

 

Committee Reports:    
Budget & Finance: Tim Martin - Our giving is up and our deficit is down.to $3,400 First Fruits Collection of 68%.  Com-

mittee will present budget to Session in October  

 Christian Ed - Sandy Chappell – did not meet   

Mission and Stewardship:  Meri Slaugenhaupt - Committee met and is deciding what project to do next. 

Personnel:  Linda Moorhead -  Did not meet 

Congregational Life:  Connie Cauvel - Planning the Lunch for after our Congregation Meeting on October 15.  

Technology:  Chad McCutcheon –  Using MP3 Player to record late service.  Committee will meet soon to address the 

Sound  System, which is dying quickly. 

Nominating:  Meri Slaugenhaupt and Tom Kimble   - Most of the nominations are complete  the committee will present 

the final list at our October meeting. 

 Pastor Pete’s Report Vacation –June 16-21 (Sunday June 18)   

Memorial Service – Evelyn (Rich) Edwards  June 24   Communion at Redstone July 20   Vacation Aug- 7 – 21 (Sundays 

Aug 13 & 20) Funeral – Rick Stafford (Aubrey McCutcheon’s Father)  August 21.  

     

 Old Business:  

 Review of Church By-laws -  Connie and Amy began the process, now they will meet with  

  Pete to continue. 

Tom Kimble is developing a plan to help grow our membership. 

 He proposed to develop a plan to become fishers of men and grow Poke Run  Congregation. He will be meet-

ing with a small team.  We discussed that Soup for the  Soul, and the Deacon’s sending tickets to our shut-ins for 

their Strawberry Festival are  both excellent outreach programs. 

 

 New Business:  

 MSC: To gratefully accept the gift of a Baby Grand Piano from Betty Schmidt Family 

(Passed by electronic Vote on 9/7/17) Daughter Beth Porter will take care of having it moved. 

MSC: Poke Run Fall Fun Day @ the Gearhard Corn Maze September 30 at 12:30. 

  

  

 Close with prayer: Nikki McQuaide    Adjourn: 8:15 

Respectfully Submitted:                                            Approved:  October 10, 2017 

 
Connie Cauvel (Clerk of Session) 

 

Session meetings are open to all members of the church.  Complete Session Minutes are 
available in the office for Church member review.   
The next Session meeting will be held at 7pm on November 14, 2017. 
The  December Session meeting will be the JOINT meeting including all Poke Run Boards. 
December 12 



P A G E  4  

Office Hours at the Church  9:30am—2:30pm most days.  Call ahead to be 

sure Amy is there!  The office will be closed  on November 23rd, 24th and 

27th. Never hesitate to contact Pastor Pete at 724-454-2278. 

Please share any contact information updates with the Church Office so 

that you do not miss out on any information.   

Next Ranger Deadline: November 20th . 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
As a Congregation, Poke Run voted to: 
 

Accept the Nominating Committee’s slate of Board members for 2018: 
Board of Trustees: Andy Bantroch, Linda Chicka, Bob Thompson and Evan Hileman (youth) 

 
Board of Deacons: Sandy Ballas, Nancy Kimble, Diane Scott, Shyrl Stange, and  

Shelly Vaia-Chappell 
 
Poke Run Elders (Session): Laurie Martin, Brett Stevenson, Bob Wilson and  

Caileigh Chappell(youth) 
 
2018 Nominating Committee:  Jan Fitzgerald, Ken George, Heidi Hileman, Cal McCutcheon, 

and Rick Slaugenhaupt 
 
Elect an Auditor: Rick Slaugenhaupt 

 
To Accept the “Terms of Call” as proposed by Poke Run Budget & Finance Committee and 
approved by the Poke Run Session. 
Tim Martin presented the entire Current Fund Budget, including Pastoral Terms of Call and the 
Benevolence Budget proposed by the Mission & Stewardship Committee to the congregation.  He 
pointed out that the Presbytery suggested pay raise was proposed. The Current Fund remains at a 
deficit though not as severely as last year due in part to two bequeaths.  Because such gifts are a 
type of “windfall” they cannot be counted upon to sustain Poke Run into the future. He encouraged 
everyone to examine their individual giving, noting that should a deficit continue, several Poke Run 
budgeted programs will need to be examined for cutbacks.  This could include the Music Program.  
If anyone has questions or concerns about either budget, please bring them to someone on the 
Budget & Finance Committee.  
Tim Martin, Nancy Kimble, Linda Chicka, Valerie Hansen, Doug Ross and Amy Wilkinson. 

 

A very special thank you to the Poke Run Congregational Life Committee 
for the delicious lunch shared after Sunday’s meeting.  This group is 
always looking for helping hands, please consider contacting one of the 
members if you are available and willing:  
Jack & Eleanor Zerbini, Connie Cauvel, Shyrl Stange, Bob Wilson,  
Freda Bowman, Walt Lange and Karen Staymates. 
 

ATTENTION ALL BOARDS:  Mark your calendars NOW—Tuesday, December 12th will be the 
annual Joint Board meeting essential for preparation for Poke Run going into 2018. 
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“Soup for the Soul” resumed last month with over 70 people attending!  

Put this on your calendar and come welcome the community to Poke Run 
Church.  Next Soup is November 8th, doors open at 11:30am. 
Mark your calendars for the second Wednesday of the month October through 
May.  If you would like flyers to distribute, can help or donate a dessert please 
contact the Church office., (last month’s dessert was donated by Becky Lange 
and the “Come n Play” daycare.)    

NOVEMBER SOUP:  “Chicken Noodle Soup”  Remember to invite a friend.   

The Poke Run Deacons are now taking orders for Thanksgiving Food Baskets.  

 
The Poke Run Deacons appreciate all the support, time, talents and contributions that the 
Congregation continues to provide.  Please contact a Deacon when you see a need or to 
help. 
 
Poke Run Deacons: 
Cindy Brooks  724-459-8683  Nancy Kimble 724-727-2317 
Diane Scott    724-327-0231  Tammy Kelley 724-832-1820 
Mario & Bev Tagliati 724-327-7983  Barbi Findley 724-468-5031 
Debora Ross  724-468-0312  Carol Thompson  724-327-6598 
Deb Seighman  724-733-1991  Nancy Dombroske 724-325-4608 
Ruth O’Connor  724-733-9075 

Please contact a Deacon or the Church office should you wish to reserve a Thanksgiving 
Basket .  Orders are due Sunday, November 12th, You will need to provide the name and 
phone number of the person who will be picking up the basket. PICK-UP is Thursday 
November 16th at 7:30pm. 
 
The Deacons are ready to minister to those in need, if you know someone in need of prayer, 
help, a visit; please contact them or the Church office. 
 
Please continue to support the work of the Poke Run Deacons in any way that you can. 

The Deacon’s Giving Tree will soon be set up in the Narthex.   As you begin 
your holiday shopping,  keep an eye out for good deals and then please stop by 
and pick up a name or a couple of name tags to help  needy families have a 
wonderful Christmas.  
 (Watch for boy tags—blue and girl tags—pink.) 

Christmas Poinsettia The Poke 
Run Deacons will be taking orders 
for Christmas poinsettias and 
Foodbank Donations—watch the 
bulletin for details or contact the 
office. 
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Thank you to 
everyone who 
donated to and 
shopped at the 

Circle 2 rummage sale.  
It was a great success 
netting almost $2,000! 
Start setting your great 
STUFF aside for next 
year! 

Circle 2 will meet on Thursday November 16th.  Nancy Dombroske will be the 

hostess and Sandy Chappell will be the leader.   
 
HELP NEEDED:  Monday November 20th, 9am.  Come help decorate the church 
for Christmas.  - all help is appreciated. 
 

“Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 

deeds.” Hebrews 10:24 The Thank Offering of the Poke Run 
Women of the Church will be presented and dedicated on 
Sunday, November 19

th
.   The Thank Offering funds mission 

projects that strengthen the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witness to the promise of God’s 
kingdom.   We invite you to help us in supporting this ministry. Please prayerfully consider giving 
to this offering of thankfulness in addition to your regular giving. 

NEXT: $1.00 Spaghetti 
Dinner 

Be a winner, come to our “Dollar 
Dinner!’  Everyone is invited to a 
Spaghetti dinner on Saturday, 
November 18, from 4:00 to 
6:00pm in Fellowship Hall at 
Poke Run Church. The charge is only $1.  The 
dinner is for everyone and will be prepared by 
Circle 2.   Tell friends, tell everyone; Come and 

share the love of our Lord. 

Religious folks are much happier. Regular church attendees commit fewer crimes, are in better 
health, live longer, make more money, drop out of high school less frequently, and finish college 
more frequently than those who don’t attend church at all.16”  

― J.D. Vance, Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis 

PAGE 6 

Poke Run is again 
participating in 
“Operation Christmas 
Child” Watch for more 
information in the bulletin to 
prepare a shoe box for a 
child in need.  There will be 
materials in the Narthex 
including boxes for your use. Return your 
completed box (with a $7 postage donation – 
optional) to church by  November 19

th
 .   

PW will handle the delivery. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15109469.J_D_Vance
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/47200486


Santa's Coming For Breakfast The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring their annual 
"Breakfast With Santa" on Saturday, December 2, from 8:30 am. to 11:30 am.   
Get a great breakfast at a great price and get that special picture on Santa's knee.  Tickets are 
available at the door.  Adults and children ages 11 and over: $5.00 children ages 3 to 10: $3.00, and 
children ages 2 and under eat free!  

Breakfast includes pancakes and syrup, sausages, and your choice of 

beverages.   
Each digital photo with Santa costs only $2.00 and is mounted for you in 
a specially designed card by one of Santa's elves.  Picture processing 
takes about 30 minutes so plan to get your pictures taken with Santa 
prior to eating or shopping at Santa’s Store. You’ll find some great 
Christmas decorating ideas and gift giving items at this year’s store.   
Proceeds benefit the Christian Education Programs. 

 

Calling All Elves!   
Santa needs lots of helpers for his breakfast at Poke Run on Saturday, December 2.   
If you can help him, contact Linda Chicka at lgchicka@gmail.com, or at 724-422-3688, 
or call the church office.  Watch for volunteer cards in the bulletins. 

 
Set up/Decorating Night, Friday, December 1, beginning at 6:00pm.   
We start with a meal so bring a covered dish or dessert! 

Sunday School at Poke Run Church    Classes meet each Sunday at 10am. 
 
FOR THE KIDS   Children’s Class! – music and FUN! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL    
The class meeting in the West Wayside room (on the left at the end of the hall) is using 
the David C. Cook series titled “Covenants with God”   

Join in the fellowship area for refreshment and conversation  
between the early service and Sunday School.  

VBS UPDATE 
Through the nightly donations at VBS this summer—the following 
“purchases” were made through the Heifer International Program. 
1 Cow    1 Irrigation Pump 
1 Goat   1 Sheep 
1 Pig    Tree Seedlings 
3 Hives of Honey Bees 6 Flocks of Chickens 
6 Flocks of Ducks/Geese 

 
Wow! What an amazing contribution! 
We hope everyone had fun and made some new friends too.  
More than anything, we hope you learned about Jesus. 
 

PAGE 7 



 
       HAPPENING IN OUR PRESBYTERY 
Nov. 7—”Election Day Soup luncheon”  Community Presb. New Alexandria 
Nov. 18—Spaghetti Dinner 4- 6:30pm—Congruity Presbyterian Church 
Nov. 19—Pine Springs “2017 Friends Dinner” - 
 
Poke Run & Redstone Offices will be closed on Nov. 23rd & 24th and 27th for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
2nd Wednesdays of the month—”Friendship Dinner” FREE—United 
Presb, New Kensington 

$76,000 scholarship per student at 
Westminster College. 
 
Pastor Nominations due:  
  Feb. 1 

Student Applications due:  
  Feb. 1 
 
CONTACT  
THE OFFICE FOR  
MORE  
INFORMATION. 

THE POKE RUN TRUSTEES   

The next “Work Day”  is scheduled for Saturday November 11th—9am 

at the church.   Lots of jobs for lots of skill levels,  If you cannot make the 11th, 

consider coming out on November 16th to help clean the sanctuary 

chandeliers.     The Trustees have purchased an AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). It is located in the Narthex on the bookshelf.  Valerie Hansen 
has been sharing a video on its usage and is collecting names of those who wish to 
have Basic CPR/AED training.   
The video can be found at www.phillips.com/aedsupport . 
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Poke Run is an active supporter of the Kiski Area Youth Network—KAYN 
www.KVturkeytrot.com  

More information at  
412-924-1345 or 
ConEd@pts.edu 

       HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Nov. 13  - “Bus Trip to Harrisburg” State Rep Joe Petrarca—more info on flyer in education hall 
Nov. 23 Turkey Trot Run/Walk—Kunkle Park 



NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

Barry and Corey Kelley and their bucks. Dave Wilkinson and his Lake Erie steelhead.  

Above left:- Quincy Gills holds his new sister Mila.  Proud parents Bonny 
Seighman & Seth Gills, proud grandparents, Larry & Debby Seighman.  
Above right– Heidi & Ron Hileman with new National Honor Society 
member Logan. Below left– Jeff Wilkinson celebrates KA Soccer Senior 
night with parents Dave & Amy Wilkinson. Below right—Poke Run’s  
Deb Delfevero, Freda Bowman, Edyth Elwood, Liz McQuaide,  
Judy Bowman and Cindy McQuaide entertain the folks at  Rosewood. 



PHOTOS 

WANTED!!!! 
The Office can use 

emailed photos from 
cameras or cell 

phones.   We’d love 
to include more pics 

from church  

If you have 

appropriate News to 
share in the Ranger—
please submit it to the 

office.  The next 
Ranger deadline is 

November 20th. 

November 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
6:30pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

 

7pm Mission & 

Stewardship 

2 3 4 

5 
8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am Sun-
Sch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

6 
7pm  

Deacons 

7 
 

7pm  

Budget &  

Finance 

8 
11:30am 

“Soup  

for the Soul” 

 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

9 10 11 

12 
8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am Sun-
Sch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

13 14 
7pm  
Session 
 

15 
6:30pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

16 
7:30pmDeacon 

Basket Pick-up 

7pm Circle2 

7pm  
Trustees 

17 18 
REDSTONE 
Meeting/
Delmont 
 

Spaghetti 
Dinner  
4-6pm 

19 
8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am Sun-
Sch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

20 
9am Christmas 

Decorations 

21 
7:30pm 
Thanksgiving 
Worship 

22 23 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 

24 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 

25 

26 
8:30 & 11am 
Worship 
10am Sun-
Sch 
7pm Bible 
Study 

27 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

28 29 
6:30pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

30   

NOTE THAT THE OFFICE OF REDSTONE 
PRESBYTERY  & POKE RUN’S OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY ON November 23, 
24 and 27.—Call  Pastor Pete in case of an 
emergency  724-454-2278 



Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 21st ,  

 7:30pm 
Mark your calendar and plan to  

attend this service.  Bring a friend! 

 

Poke Run Presbyterian Church 

 

1091 Poke  Run Church Rd. 

Apollo, PA   15613 

Be a winner, come to our “Dollar Dinner!’  Everyone is invited to a Spaghetti dinner 
on Saturday, November 18, from 4:00 to 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall 
at Poke Run Church. The charge is only $1.  The dinner is for 
everyone and will be prepared by Circle 2.   Tell friends, tell 
everyone; Come and share the love of our Lord. 

$1.00 Spaghetti Dinner 


